
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

EU Monitoring Report 
21–28 May 2020 

 

 
CONTENTS 

EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY .................................................................... 2 
REACH ...................................................................................................................................... 2 
• Authorities working together to promote safe use of chemicals ..................................... 2 
• ECHA publishes testing proposal for toxic effects of phosphoric acid ........................... 2 
• Understanding the value of enforcement ....................................................................... 3 

PFAS ......................................................................................................................................... 3 
• PFAS – convenience but at what cost? .......................................................................... 3 

CLP ........................................................................................................................................... 4 
• Poison centres: quick access to accurate information saves lives ................................. 4 

SCIP .......................................................................................................................................... 4 
• Get prepared: try out the SCIP prototype now ............................................................... 4 

PIC ............................................................................................................................................ 5 
• Webinar about the Prior Informed Consent Regulation .................................................. 5 

BIOCIDES .................................................................................................................................... 5 
• BPC opinions on active chlorine generated from sodium chloride by electrolysis and 
released from hypochlorous acid ............................................................................................. 5 
• EU Commission urged to extend CLP poison centres deadline again ........................... 6 
• EU will invite UK to biocides discussions when 'necessary' ........................................... 7 

STAKEHOLDERS ................................................................................................. 8 
CHEMICALS ............................................................................................................................. 8 
• Review suggests synergistic and antagonistic mixture effects are relatively rare .......... 8 

PFAS ......................................................................................................................................... 8 
• Proposed PFHxA restriction limit should be 'magnitudes' lower .................................... 8 

SCIP .......................................................................................................................................... 9 
• European Commission tells industry to prepare for Scip database ................................ 9 
• Echa proposal for SDS standardisation comes under fire .............................................. 9 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY ........................................................................................................... 10 
• European Pump Industry: ‘Look at systems to maximise energy savings’ ................... 10 

ENDOCRINE DISRUPTORS .................................................................................................. 10 
• Webinar EU Chemical Strategy: EDCs and the cocktail effect .................................... 10 
• Event: Post-Brexit Trade Agreements and Chemicals Regulation ............................... 11 
• Event: Chemicals Management for Electronics Europe 2021 ...................................... 11 

  



 
 
 
 

    
 

 EU Monitoring Report 
21–28 May 2020 

2 

EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY 

REACH 

• Authorities working together to promote safe use of chemicals  
Source: European Chemicals Agency  

In mid-May 2020, ECHA published its second report under the Integrated 
Regulatory Strategy which tells of the progress made in identifying and managing 
substances of concern under REACH and CLP. To efficiently implement this 
strategy, ECHA, the Member States and the Commission need to align their 
priorities and coordinate how to best carry out the work. This article describes how 
these actors work together through the voluntary platform RiME+ to help protect 
human health and the environment. 

More information: 
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/authorities-working-
together-to-promote-safe-use-of-chemicals 

• ECHA publishes testing proposal for toxic effects of phosphoric acid 
Source: European Chemicals Agency  

ECHA has published a proposal for tests with vertebrates to assess hazardous 
properties of phosphoric acid. Phosphoric acid has widespread applications, 
including use in swimming pools to remove the build-up of scale. Phosphoric acid 
turns the calcium carbonate (scale) into calcium phosphate which stays in the 
water and does not form a scale. Organisations that wish to contribute information 
on the toxic properties (specifically reproductive toxicity) should submit their 
comments by 9 July 2020. 

After a testing proposal has been published, third parties have 45 days to submit 
"scientifically valid information and studies that address the relevant substance and 
hazard endpoint, relating to the testing proposal". 

The REACH Regulation requires that information on toxic effects of substances is 
obtained by manufacturers and importers of substances. They can then assess 
the hazards of those substances and ensure that the risks are documented and 
controlled during their manufacture, use and disposal. However, REACH also 
requires that new testing of a substance involving vertebrate animals is only carried 
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out as a last resort. To ensure that the best use has been made of existing 
information, particularly information on existing vertebrate tests, the European 
Chemicals Agency's (ECHA) publishes all test proposals involving vertebrate 
animals. 

More Information: 
https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/testing-proposals/current/-
/substance-rev/25643/term 

• Understanding the value of enforcement 
Source: European Chemicals Agency  

Since 2007, ECHA’s Enforcement Forum has coordinated almost 20 EU projects, 
each which the aim of prioritising, harmonising and improving the controls in place 
to check companies are following the rules set out under the EU’s chemicals 
legislation. In this article, ECHA discusses with Katja vom Hofe, Chair of the 
Enforcement Forum, to ask her views on where enforcement has made an impact 
and what the future holds. 

More information: 
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/understanding-the-
value-of-enforcement 

PFAS 

• PFAS – convenience but at what cost? 
Source: European Chemicals Agency  

A class of synthetic chemicals called per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS) have been around since the 1940s, making our lives convenient with their 
anti-stick and stain-resistant properties. But the comfort they bring comes with a 
price. Due to their extremely strong molecular bonds, PFAS are difficult to break 
down and can accumulate over time in the environment and in our bodies. You 
can find below the link to an article in which experts from ECHA and the European 
Commission explain why PFAS should be regulated. 

More information:  
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/pfas-convenience-but-
at-what-cost- 
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CLP 

• Poison centres: quick access to accurate information saves lives 
Source: European Chemicals Agency  

More than half a million calls are made to European poison centres every year. 
In some countries, poison centres respond mainly to questions from healthcare 
professionals. In others, they give direct advice to concerned citizens. In both 
cases, quick access to accurate information is a must. Three experts working for 
national authorities tell in the article below how they expect the new information 
requirements to help poison centres and what companies should keep in mind 
when preparing their notifications. 

More information 
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/poison-centres-quick-
access-to-accurate-information-saves-lives  

SCIP 

• Get prepared: try out the SCIP prototype now 
Source: European Chemicals Agency  

If your company produces, imports or supplies articles or complex objects 
(products) containing substances of very high concern included in the REACH 
Candidate List, now is the time to familiarise yourself with the SCIP database.  

To help you with this, ECHA tells you more about the prototype that you can 
already test and introduce some concepts that will make it easier for you to comply 
with your obligations. 

ECHA will launch the first version of the SCIP database by the end of October 
2020, but the prototype for it has been available since February 2020.  

Through the SCIP database, information on products that contain Candidate List 
substances can be made available throughout their whole lifecycle. 

More information: 
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/get-prepared-try-out-
the-scip-prototype-now 
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PIC 

• Webinar about the Prior Informed Consent Regulation 
Source: European Chemicals Agency 

Echa is hosting a webinar on 24 September 2020 about the Prior Informed Consent 
Regulation (Pic) to explain its scope and main requirements. Discussions will focus 
provide insight on how to notify exports and conditions that require explicit consent 
from importing countries; and how to report imports and exports. The webinar will 
be published on the agency's homepage on the day of the event. A live Q&A 
session will also take place. 

More information:  
https://echa.europa.eu/-/know-your-obligations-when-exporting-hazardous-
chemicals-outside-the-eu  

Biocides 

• BPC opinions on active chlorine generated from sodium chloride by 
electrolysis and released from hypochlorous acid 
Source: European Chemicals Agency  

The Biocidal Products Committee (BPC) is scheduled to discuss BPC opinions on 
active chlorine generated from sodium chloride by electrolysis, and opinions on 
active chlorine generated from hypochlorous acid. The discussions will take place 
during the 35th meeting of the BPC which will be held virtually from 16 to 18 June. 
You can find a link to the recently published draft agenda below. 

The draft agenda indicates that BPC opinions will be discussed regarding 
5 product types (PT) of disinfectants for which applications for approval of active 
substances have been submitted. The product types are PT 1: Human hygiene 
products; PT 2: Disinfectants and algaecides; PT 3: Veterinary hygiene; PT 4: 
Food and feed area; and PT 5: Drinking water. Documents will be distributed for 
each product type to support the discussions, including a draft BPC opinion, a draft 
assessment report and a document containing open issues to be discussed for the 
substance in question.  

The BPC prepared its opinions based on evaluations of applications by companies 
that are carried out by competent authorities of the EU Member States. The opinion 
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then serves as a basis for decision-making by the European Commission and the 
Member States. The approval of an active substance is granted for a defined 
number of years, not exceeding 10 years. 

AlienorEU will monitor the outcome of the 16–18 June meeting of the BPC and 
inform you of any relevant information that becomes available.  

Previous opinions for approval of active chlorine generated from 
electrolysis of sodium chlorate for disinfectants: 
PT 1: Human hygiene products; PT 2: Disinfectants and algaecides; PT 3: 
Veterinary hygiene; PT 4: Food and feed area; and PT 5: Drinking water. 

Previous opinions for approval of active chlorine released from 
hypochlorous acid for disinfectants: 
PT 1: Human hygiene products; PT 2: Disinfectants and algaecides; PT 3: 
Veterinary hygiene; PT 4: Food and feed area; and PT 5: Drinking water. 
 
Access the draft agenda: 
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/22836226/BPC-A-35-
2020_Draft+agenda_rev1.pdf/a4635fcf-5748-74f3-408e-ef62d1abc793 

• EU Commission urged to extend CLP poison centres deadline again 
Source: Chemical Watch 

The European Commission is under pressure to further extend the compliance 
deadline for poison centre notifications under the CLP Regulation, after several 
industry groups called for more time to implement its proposed amendments. 

The first compliance date for Annex VIII of CLP has already been deferred by a 
year to 1 January 2021, as the Commission consults on the amendments it drafted 
to iron out workability issues raised by industry. But Cefic has states it has asked 
the EU executive for another six months "in order for everyone to have sufficient 
time to implement new requirements, including new IT infrastructure changes". 

More information (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/120423/eu-commission-pressed-to-extend-clp-poison-
centres-deadline-again 
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• EU will invite UK to biocides discussions when 'necessary' 
Source: Chemical Watch 

The European Commission has confirmed that the UK, in spite of its exit from the 
EU, will be allowed to participate in policy discussion related to the biocidal 
products Regulation (BPR) when deemed "necessary" and "in the interest of the 
Union". 

These invitations to participate will not give the UK a right to vote in EU policy 
decisions, or to stay in meetings during a vote, Marta Cainzos Garcia, a policy 
officer in the Commission’s pesticides and biocides unit, said at the Chemical 
Watch Biocides Symposium this week. There is no definitive guidance for the kind 
of discussions involved. "It is, of course, subject to interpretation when something 
is ‘in the interest of the Union’," Ms Garcia said.  

The Brexit withdrawal agreement excludes the UK from participating in decision 
shaping and making in the EU. This bars the country from meetings related to 
biocides policy, such as the biocidal products committee, the standing committee 
for biocidal products, meetings of member state competent authorities (CAs) for 
biocides or working groups. 

The UK is also disconnected from all systems by which meetings are arranged and 
documents circulated, such as the Commission’s intranet system (circaBC) or 
Echa’s registry for biocidal products (R4BP). 

More information (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/120864/eu-will-invite-uk-to-biocides-discussions-
when-necessary   
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STAKEHOLDERS 

CHEMICALS 

• Review suggests synergistic and antagonistic mixture effects are 
relatively rare 
Source: Chemical Watch 

Synergistic and antagonistic mixture effects, which pose particular challenges for 
regulators, are relatively rare, according to preliminary results from a systematic 
review of the available scientific literature. 

However, the sample set used for the review – all relevant published scientific 
literature – remains an important source of uncertainty, because it does not 
necessarily represent the chemical mixtures in the environment. 

The findings of the review, which was funded by the European Commission’s Joint 
Research Centre (JRC), may reassure regulators aiming for pragmatic solutions 
to the longstanding issue of how to account for the effects of unintentional mixtures 
of environmental chemicals. 

More information (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/120451/review-suggests-synergistic-and-antagonistic-
mixture-effects-are-relatively-rare 

PFAS 

• Proposed PFHxA restriction limit should be 'magnitudes' lower 
Source: Chemical Watch 

Advances in testing methods justify a restriction limit of two parts per billion (ppb) 
on the substance perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA), a group of NGOs has 
said. A restriction proposal for the substance, submitted by Germany, puts forward 
a limit of 25ppb for PFHxA and its salts and 1,000ppb for PFHxA-related 
substances. The dossier states the substances are "extremely persistent and 
mobile in the aquatic environment". 
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More information (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/120657/proposed-pfhxa-restriction-limit-should-be-
several-orders-of-magnitude-lower 

SCIP 

• European Commission tells industry to prepare for Scip database 
Source: Chemical Watch 

The European Commission is encouraging companies to continue in their 
preparations to comply with ECHA’s soon-to-be-launched substances of concern 
in products database, despite some industry calls for a delay. 

The Commission’s advice follows calls from the European Automobile 
Manufacturers Association and SMEunited to delay the 5 January 2021 deadline 
for when companies producing, importing or supplying articles that contain REACH 
candidate list substances are obliged to submit information to the database.  

More information (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/120421/european-commission-advises-industry-to-
continue-scip-database-preparations 

• Echa proposal for SDS standardisation comes under fire 
Source: Chemical Watch 

Austria, Sweden and trade body SMEunited have raised concerns over an ECHA 
proposal to standardise REACH safety data sheets that could introduce common 
phrases and mandatory formats for communicating information.   

The proposal is one of the agency’s plans to improve the quality of safety data 
transferred along the supply chain and the process of supplying it, as outlined in 
action three of the REACH Review. 

More information (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/120659/echa-proposal-for-sds-standardisation-
comes-under-fire  
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

• European Pump Industry: ‘Look at systems to maximise energy 
savings’ 
Source: European Association of Pump Manufacturers 

Various countries around the world have taken different approaches towards 
energy usage and possible energy reduction. Across Europe, the Commission has 
concentrated on components within the Energy Related Products Directive (ErP). 

The ErP focuses heavily on the efficiency of the products and the Commission has 
already implemented legislation to ensure that products with low efficiency are 
gradually phased-out across Europe. A significant step in the right direction for 
sure, although new ‘energy efficient’ components may still be required to operate 
within an inefficient system, impacting hugely on any possible efficiency gains. 

In its press release which you can access through the link below, the European 
association of pump manufacturers urges the European Commission to take into 
account a ‘systems’ approach for its Energy-Related Products Directive. 

More information: 
https://europump.net/uploads/news/Europump%20-%20Press%20Release%20-
%20Maximising%20Energy%20Savings%20Through%20The%20Systems%20A
pproach%20-%20May%202020.pdf 

ENDOCRINE DISRUPTORS 

• Webinar EU Chemical Strategy: EDCs and the cocktail effect 
Source: International Chemical Secretariat 

On the 26th of May, ChemSec organised a webinar. Speaking at the seminar 
was Dr. Leo Trasande, who did a presentation on EDCs and threshold values, and 
professor Christina Rudén, who did a presentation on how to address mixtures 
efficiently. The webinar was recorded and is now available, free of charge, for 
whomever might be interested in these highly relevant topics. 

European policy makers have for the last months been very active in environmental 
issues, something that ChemSec previously has reported on. This is an important 
political development. It is, however, necessary that chemicals remain a priority for 
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policy makers. This is why ChemSec closely follow the development of the 
chemical strategy, currently being developed by the European Commission, as 
well as the position of the European Parliament. 

More information 
https://chemsec.org/chemical-strategy-webinar-edcs-and-the-cocktail-effect/   

• Event: Post-Brexit Trade Agreements and Chemicals Regulation 
Source: Chemical Watch 

Find out what the UK’s trade agreements post-transition period mean for chemicals 
regulation. This virtual conference is the latest in a series of Chemical Watch 
events examining the impact of Brexit on UK chemical legislation. 

In this conference, speakers and guests will explore how the UK’s departure from 
the EU and its subsequent trade agreements with other countries after the 
transition period ends might affect the chemicals industry and market access. 
The line-up of speakers will include government officials, NGOs, and industry 
representatives, sharing their experience and predictions for the future of UK 
chemicals regulation. 

More information 
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/113636/post-brexit-trade-agreements-and-
chemicals-regulation-14-july-2020 

• Event: Chemicals Management for Electronics Europe 2021 
Source: Chemical Watch 

Chemical Watch will organise a conference entitled on “Chemicals Management 
for Electronics Europe” on 22 and 23 March 2021, which will take place in 
Amsterdam. There is no further detailed information available on the programme 
but you can already register your interest by following the link below.  

Register interest: 
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/119289/chemicals-management-for-
electronics-europe-2021-22-23-march-2021 


