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CHEMICALS 
 

➢ REACH 

• Follow-up documents to the 38th Meeting of Competent Authorities for REACH and 

CLP (CARACAL) (3 – 4 March 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

As mentioned in the EU Monitoring Report of 8-15 April 2021, the European Commission 
published a list of comments received from Member-states and stakeholders on the 
documents presented during the 38th CARACAL Meeting. meeting. 

ON CLP issues, the European Commission published additional documents over the past 
week:  

- Comment on the REACH and CLP Revision from Germany (HERE).  

- Comments on the document on Correction of errors in Annex VI CLP from Poland 

(HERE). 

- Comments on the document “Titanium dioxide, suggestions for minor amendments 

of the 14th ATP pertaining to the labelling of certain non-classified solid mixtures” 

from Poland (HERE). 

 

• Nearly 300 chemicals identified as candidates for regulatory action 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA published its third report on its Integrated Regulatory Strategy, giving the latest on the 
Agency’s work to identify and manage chemicals that may pose risks to people and the 
environment, as well as recommendations to authorities and industry on managing the risks. 

ECHA’s Integrated Regulatory Strategy aims to accelerate data generation, identification of 
groups of substances of concern, and regulatory action. It does so by providing a setup where 
different regulatory processes can be coherently, effectively and efficiently used, and by 
encouraging collaboration between ECHA, Member States and the European Commission. 
The goal is to clarify by 2027 which registered substances are a high priority for regulatory 
risk management or data generation, and which are currently a low priority for further 
regulatory action. 

The report shows that in 2020, ECHA continued addressing groups of structurally similar 
substances instead of assessing each chemical individually. This approach boosted the total 
number of chemicals assessed in 2020 to around 1 900 – which is twice as many as in 2019 
and ten times the amount screened annually between 2014 and 2018. 

From the group assessments concluded in 2020, 290 chemicals were identified as candidates 
for further EU regulatory risk management. Most of these will, however, require more data 
to be generated and confirmation of hazard before any actions can start. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/9b2ae233-0cfc-4b78-a58a-950c4d03e5ae/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/880e6dc0-e4a5-460d-ae3d-d28c491bceec/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/fe8f654e-24f3-4f83-b1da-bbbcf8eddd92/details
https://echa.europa.eu/-/nearly-300-chemicals-identified-as-candidates-for-regulatory-action?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210421&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-dcd2cc0f870d481da8973217d2bf54c7&esid=bc08ed82-73a2-eb11-812a-005056b9310e
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The group assessments have also shown that, based on the hazard and use information 
currently available, there is presently no need for further risk management at EU level for 
about two thirds of the substances assessed. 

The report also gives recommendations to Member states and stakeholders:  
• Member States ensure adequate resources and initiate regulatory risk management 

for substances that require further action without delay. 

• Member States intensify collaboration with each other to maximise the outcome of 
their work. 

• Industry makes use of programmes developed to help them to review and update data 
in their REACH registration dossiers. The updates must be done proactively and not 
only after authorities take regulatory action. 

The full Integrated Regulatory Strategy Annual Report 2020 can be found HERE. 
 

• New substance evaluation conclusions published 

Source: ECHA 

New substance evaluation conclusion documents are now available for: 
• methacrylic acid, monoester with propane-1,2-diol  
• 1,2,4-triazole  
• 1,3-diphenylguanidine  
• benzyl alcohol  
• reaction mass of O,O'-diisopropyl (pentathio)dithioformate and O,O'-diisopropyl 

(trithio)dithioformate and O,O'-diisopropyl (tetrathio)dithioformate  
• 2,3-epoxypropyl neodecanoate  

 

• Committees’ opinions on applications for authorisation available 

Source: ECHA 

The consolidated opinions of the Committees for Risk Assessment and Socio-Economic 
Analysis for uses of the following substances are now available: 

• trichloroethylene  
• chromium trioxide 

 

• Minutes of the 73rd Meeting of the Member State Committee (9-11 February 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA published the minutes of the last Meeting of the Member State Committee. 
Relevant points on the agenda were:  

- Substance evaluation 

- Dossier evaluation 

- SVHC identification 

- ECHA’s recommendations of priority substances to be included in Annex XIV. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/27467748/irs_annual_report_2020_en.pdf/646c8559-360d-f6ab-bfb7-02120eab52fa
https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/evaluation/community-rolling-action-plan/corap-table?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210421&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-dcd2cc0f870d481da8973217d2bf54c7&esid=bc08ed82-73a2-eb11-812a-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210421&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-dcd2cc0f870d481da8973217d2bf54c7&esid=bc08ed82-73a2-eb11-812a-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/31742328/Minutes_of_MSC-73_adopted.pdf/0a868e5a-e1e1-5b95-f1c1-ec972788cb7f
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➢ Biocides 

• Draft Agenda of the next Biocides Working Group Meeting (1-11 June 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

Between the 1st and 11 June 2021, the Biocides Working Group Meeting will sit in its different 
configurations:  

- Analytical methods and physico-chemical properties Working Group (APCP WG) 

- Human Health Working Group (TOX WG) 

- Environment Working Group (ENV WG) 

- Efficacy Working Group (EFF WG). 

You can find the points on each Working Group agenda through the link above. 
 

• Draft Agenda of the 46th Meeting of the Biocides Coordination Group (27-29 April 

2021) 

Source: ECHA 

The next Biocides Coordination Group will meet on 27-29 April 2021. They will discuss among 
other items:  

- Formal referrals on mutual recognition disagreements 

- Harmonisation of technical and procedural issues in relation to product authorisation 

- Feedback on e-consultations (the list of the e-consultations to be discussed can be 

found HERE) 

- Withdrawal of the authorisation of a particular biocidal product 

- Next steps in relation to the agreed CA document: “Proposal to bridge the endocrine 

disruptor assessment of biocidal non-active substances with REACH screening and 

assessment” 

 

➢ CLP 

• Webinar session on how to submit a CLH dossier (26 May 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

In this online session, ECHA will present the practical guide on How to submit CLH dossiers, 
which highlights what submitters should check before submitting a proposal to harmonise 
the classification and labelling (CLH) of chemicals. The guide is expected to be published in 
May.  

The event is particularly addressed to CLH dossier submitters of substances under the scope 
of REACH and active substances used in biocidal products.  

To join the event, this expression of interest form must be filled by 30 April 2021.  
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/22837179/wgii_2021_provisional_draft_agenda_en.pdf/6dd93283-8ab1-3370-a9da-cc23fef2f7fe
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/s-circabc/sd/d/a771f2df-7272-485c-9e77-e17b2987af61/CG-A-46-2021%20Revised_draft%20agenda.doc
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/s-circabc/sd/d/7d97c2c0-6350-40ba-a692-db72dfb06b03/CG-46-2021-22%20AP%2016.4%20e-consultations%20list.docx
https://echa.europa.eu/-/how-to-submit-a-clh-dossier?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210421&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-dcd2cc0f870d481da8973217d2bf54c7&esid=bc08ed82-73a2-eb11-812a-005056b9310e
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMTExLWVjYmNlNWU2MzhiYjQ2MTZhZjJkNmQ1YTM5MGI4NzVl%3AYXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t%3AbGVhZC0wYTBlMDIxMzg0NzdlYjExODEyOTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1kY2QyY2MwZjg3MGQ0ODFkYTg5NzMyMTdkMmJmNTRjNw%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTc%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rLndlYnJvcG9sc3VydmV5cy5jb20vUGFydGljaXBhdGlvbi9QdWJsaWMvYTEzZDcwOGYtNTMzOS00YTY2LThkNTgtNzEzY2QxODQ0ZmY5P2Rpc3BsYXlJZD1GaW4yMjMxNjE3Jl9jbGRlZT1ZWGhsYkM1MGIzVnFZVUJoYkdsbGJtOXlaWFV1WTI5dCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLTBhMGUwMjEzODQ3N2ViMTE4MTI5MDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlLWRjZDJjYzBmODcwZDQ4MWRhODk3MzIxN2QyYmY1NGM3JmVzaWQ9YmMwOGVkODItNzNhMi1lYjExLTgxMmEtMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBl&K=L4eSfIy-ttW01xQUbHEMag
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• Regulation amending the Annex VI to CLP Regulation 

Source: Official Journal of the European Union 

This Regulation amends the Part 1 of Annex VI to the Regulation on Classification, Labelling 
and Packaging of substances and mixtures, for the purposes of its adaptation to technical and 
scientific progress. 

This amendment comes after the request from Member states and stakeholders to change 
the working of a number of notes set out in the Annex. Some of the notes related to 
substances are inaccurate and bring in some uncertainty as to the correct interpretation of 
legal obligations. In particular, some of those notes could be interpreted as not requiring the 
substances with respect of which those notes apply to be classified at all under certain 
conditions, whereas, in fact, they should not be covered by the harmonised classification and 
labelling but should still be subject to classification in accordance with Title II of the 
Regulation. 

You can find the changes made to the Part 1 of Annex VI through the link above.  
 

➢ Other 

• Publication of ANSES opinions and reports on the development of a methodology 

and a list of chemical substances of interest due to their potential endocrine activity 

The ANSES, the French Agency for Sanitary, Food, Work and Environment Safety, released 
several documents related to chemical substances and their potential endocrine activity. They 
form a contribution to the French National Strategy on Endocrine Disruptors. 
 
The first document contains an opinion (in French) and a report (in English) on the 
development of a methodology for evaluating the endocrine disruptor character of chemical 
substances with a view to classifying them into “proven, presumed, suspected” categories. 
The document can be found HERE (the report written in English starts p. 23). 
 
The second document contains an opinion (in French) and a report (in English) the 
development of a list of chemical substances of interest due to their potential endocrine 
activity. It provides a methodology for identification of the substances and a prioritisation 
strategy for the evaluation of the chemical substances. The document can be found HERE (the 
report in English starts p. 29) 
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2021.133.01.0005.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A133%3ATOC
https://www.anses.fr/fr/system/files/REACH2019SA0179Ra.pdf
https://www.anses.fr/fr/system/files/REACH2019SA0179Ra-1.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY 
 

➢ EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 

• When is it justified to use very hazardous chemicals? Let’s not mix apples and 

oranges when it comes to essential use 

Source: Chemsec 

In this publication, Chemsec provides comments and guidelines to contribute to the ongoing 
debate on the definition of ‘essential use’ applied to chemicals, in the framework of the EU 
Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability. Indeed, the Chemical Strategy acknowledges the 
urgency to speed up the phaseout of hazardous chemicals, and one important step in that 
direction is to allow the most harmful chemicals only for “essential use”.  

However, it is still unclear in which sorts of products and processes the use of substances of 
concerns is essential and therefore can be accepted. In this paper, Chemsec outlines the 
current flaws of the REACH Regulation in its mission to strictly the use of hazardous chemicals, 
pointing out the Commission’s tendency to easily grant authorisations to companies applying 
to use hazardous chemicals. Chemsec also finds the processes in place too lengthy and 
resource intensive.  

Chemsec believes that limiting use of hazardous chemicals more efficiently would be achieved 
by deciding in favor of protecting human health and environment over financial implications 
for industry, and by limiting the cases being brought up in expert committees. 

In the paper, Chemsec also proposes its own approach based on a step-by-step questionnaire 
with the purposes of creating a gateway allowing only the cases that may qualify as essential 
use to pass through. This comes with a series of Dos and Don’ts drafted by Chemsec. 
 

• Chemicals strategy: Commission publishes members of high-level roundtable 

Source: European Commission 

The Commission has published the full list of members of the high-level roundtable on the 
implementation of the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability.  

The mission of the roundtable is to realise the objectives of the Chemicals Strategy and to 
monitor its implementation in dialogue with the stakeholders concerned. Discussions will 
focus in particular on how to support the transition to safe and sustainable chemicals and to 
a toxic-free environment. The first meeting will take place on 5 May 2021. 

For more information on the Roundtable, you can visit its dedicated webpage HERE. 
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://chemsec.org/publication/chemical-strategy/when-is-it-justified-to-use-very-hazardous-chemicals/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/commission-publishes-members-high-level-roundtable-2021-04-16_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3757
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➢ Renovation 

• The Renovation Wave will play a key role in Europe's economic and social recovery   

Source: European Committee of the Regions 

In this interview, Enrico Rossi (IT/PES) answers six questions about his opinion on the EU's 
Renovation Wave initiative, adopted in March by the European Committee of the Regions.  

The Renovation Wave, launched on 14 October 2020 by the European Commission, aims to 
improve the energy performance of the EU's building stock and is a key pillar of the European 
Green Deal roadmap. With buildings accounting for 40% of Europe's energy consumption and 
36% of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG), their renovation is crucial to making the EU climate-
neutral by 2050.  

In the opinion drawn up by Enrico Rossi, cities and regions call for a revision of state aid 
schemes, more flexible budget rules to maximise investments and renovations, subnational 
targets for the renovation of buildings, and the integration of renewable energy sources in 
renovation projects. The CoR and the European Commission have just signed an action plan 
to accelerate the renovation and decarbonisation of the EU's building stock. 
 

➢ Climate 

• MEPs reach deal with Council on obligation for EU to be climate neutral by 2050 

Source: European Parliament 

The Members of European Parliament reached an informal agreement with Member states 
on the EU Climate Law on 20 April.  

The new law transforms political promises that the EU will become climate neutral by 2050 
into a binding obligation and gives European citizens and businesses the legal certainty and 
predictability they need to plan for the transition to climate neutrality. After 2050, the EU 
shall aim to achieve negative emissions. The new EU Climate Law increases the EU’s 2030 
emissions reductions target from 40% to at least 55% while boosting the contribution from 
removals that can bring the target to 57%.  

While avoiding greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions must be the priority, the law recognises that 
already emitted GHG will need to be removed to compensate for GHG emitted from sectors 
where decarbonisation is most challenging. To ensure sufficient reductions are made by 2030, 
the contribution of removals towards the 2030 climate target shall be limited to 225 Mt CO2 
equivalents. 

The deal will now be put to the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee and 
plenary for approval as well as to the Council. The Regulation will enter into force 20 days 
after publication in the Official Journal. 

You can also find more context and reactions from European institutions officials and 
stakeholders in Euractiv’s article on the topic HERE. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
The%20Renovation%20Wave%20will%20play%20a%20key%20role%20in%20Europe's%20economic%20and%20social%20recovery
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210419IPR02302/meps-reach-deal-with-council-on-obligation-for-eu-to-be-climate-neutral-by-2050
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/breakthrough-as-eu-negotiators-clinch-deal-on-european-climate-law/

