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CHEMICALS 

➢ REACH 

• Upcoming changes to REACH information requirements 

Source: ECHA 

The European Commission has revised certain information requirements for registering 

chemicals under REACH. The update of the REACH annexes clarifies the information 

companies need to submit in their registrations and makes ECHA’s evaluation practices more 

transparent and predictable. The law comes into effect on 8 July 2021 and will apply from 8 

January 2022. 

The main changes concern: 

• requirements for surface tension and water solubility of metals and sparingly soluble 

metal compounds; 

• requirements for in vitro testing for eye irritation and in vivo testing for skin or eye 

irritation; 

• requirements and adaptations for 28-day and 90-day repeated dose toxicity studies;  

• specific rules for adapting reproductive toxicity studies;  

• general rules for adaptation based on:  

o use of existing data;  

o weight of evidence; 

o substance-tailored exposure-driven testing; and  

o grouping of substances – in particular, those of unknown or variable 

composition, complex reaction products and biological materials (UVCBs); 

• new rules for adapting studies on fate and behaviour in the environment based on a 

low octanol-water partition coefficient;  

• new specific rules for adapting for dissociation constant and viscosity; and 

• additional requirements for human health and environmental testing to be performed 

at appropriately high dose levels. 

 

• Applications for authorisation: note on the approach to evaluating review reports 

Source: ECHA  

ECHA published a note describing how the committees for Risk Assessment (RAC) and Socio-

Economic Analysis (SEAC) evaluate review reports. This note was presented during the last RAC 

and SEAC Meetings (respectively held on 31 May-3 June and 8-10 June; and on 1 May-4 June 

and 7-9 June). The note outlines issues that should be considered by both RAC and SEAC, as 

well as specific considerations related to either committee. 

Authorisation holders seeking to renew their authorisations, submit a review report to ECHA if 

they have not found a suitable alternative chemical or technology to replace the use of their 

substance of very high concern. 

You can find the full note through the link above. 

https://echa.europa.eu/-/upcoming-changes-to-reach-information-requirements?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210630&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-aa70de20891a4ce0836def15e4c1828a&esid=7c4f1018-73d9-eb11-812c-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13563/committee_approach_review_reports_en.pdf/9199c956-09cf-012d-983b-661bd13f0a2a?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210630&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-aa70de20891a4ce0836def15e4c1828a&esid=7c4f1018-73d9-eb11-812c-005056b9310e
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• Publication of additional documents to the 40th CARACAL Meeting (29-30 June 

2021) 

Source: European Commission 

As mentioned in the last EU Monitoring Report, the next Meeting of Competent Authorities for 

REACH and CLP (CARACAL) took place on 29-30 June. A revised draft agenda of the meeting 

can be found HERE. A series of support documents to the meeting were made available over 

the past weeks.  

Additional support documents for the meeting have been published over the past week.  

Concerning the REACH session (29 June), the following relevant documents have been 

published: 

• Draft Summary Record of the CARACAL-37 open session HERE 

• European Environmental Bureau’s paper “ECHA’s progress towards implementing 

REACH principles – 10 crucial tests” for 2020 HERE and for 2021 HERE 

• Note on the application of mixture rules for the Assessment of ‘More than one 

constituent substances’ (MOCS) HERE; and written comments and  ECHA’s responses 

to the comments on the note HERE 

• Study on the impacts of the 2018 REACH Registration deadline, HERE 

• Restriction Roadmap, HERE 

• Update on the Revision of REACH (and related actions in the Chemicals Strategy), HERE 

Concerning the CLP session (30 June), the following relevant documents have been published: 

• Draft Summary Record of the CARACAL-37 and 38 open sessions HERE and HERE 

• The implementation of the UN Globally Harmonised System via the CLP Regulation, 

HERE  

• Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability (CLP related actions), HERE 

• Impact assessment on the simplification and digitalisation of labelling requirements for 

chemicals - state of play, HERE 

All the support documents, information points and the draft agenda of the meeting published 

so far, can be found HERE. You can also find presentations made by stakeholders during the 

CARACAL meeting HERE.  

 

• Minutes of the 57th Meeting of the Committee for Risk Assessment (31 May-3 June 

& 8-10 June) 

Source: ECHA 

The last RAC gather to talk about issues related to:  

• Reports from other ECHA bodies and activities 

• Health-based exposure limits at the workplace 

• Harmonised classification and labelling  

• Restrictions and authorisations  

• Adoption of opinions: Asbestos – final draft opinion  

 

Among the highlights of the meeting are, the consideration of RAC that Germany’s proposal to 

restrict PFHxA, its salts and substances would be effective in reducing the substances’ 

emissions.  

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/789f5cfa-46cf-4a60-9b94-0a5b94ccee71/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/97f03753-2aec-483d-be4d-c6e8433acb33/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/960be145-b701-4601-878e-b567048712ed/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/15f450d7-663d-4f9e-939c-4d944f814808/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/be7b144d-e2b4-4b2e-bd4d-d538948a1d6d/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/89199f5d-eab8-42e0-b834-2e31d23f097d/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/dcc39a2d-fb8a-4338-bc07-87342df44299/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/c5e23a7d-0631-4934-8ac6-958e8170f3ba/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/f0f1bfe7-39ec-470f-8c41-d19896cf6f12/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/896c6179-6797-4abd-9981-654c83ae46f6/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/157026c0-7a95-4b9c-a706-4566147f2a31/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/a7fade73-7fd5-438e-b57a-5e040a997023/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/8f31484b-7812-4781-a336-54d637c98766/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/15d6c6f9-a679-423a-9059-84b33cf6abed/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/94597b9c-0f1a-49e3-91fe-19b417529d50?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/4fc4d6fb-f7cf-41aa-8e33-7c4690b2953d?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/32022442/RAC-57_Final_Minutes.pdf/615fb783-8dcc-5cfe-36f8-a62fe764dd12
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In addition, RAC adopted an opinion on the scientific evaluation of occupational exposure limits 

(OEL) for asbestos. The opinion describes how the level of excess cancer risk depends on the 

concentration of mixed asbestos fibres in air (the exposure response relationship). This will 

support the Commission in the review of the current OEL set in the Directive on the protection 

of workers from the risks related to exposure to asbestos at work. RAC noted that while the 

use of all asbestos fibre types is already banned in the EU and stringent control measures 

apply to asbestos removal work, occupational exposure may still occur e.g. during uncontrolled 

demolition or maintenance activities involving old asbestos products still in place. The opinion 

will be published in July. 

 

• Highlights from Enforcement Forum-38 meeting 

Source: ECHA 

The 38th Forum for Exchange of Information on Enforcement met remotely on 15-18 June and 

its Biocidal Products Regulation Subgroup on 22-23 June 2021. As a reminder, this Forum is a 

network of authorities responsible for the enforcement of the REACH, CLP, and PIC, POP and 

Biocidal Product regulations in the EU, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. 

Among the highlights of the Forum presented by ECHA, is the agreement that the EU-wide 

enforcement project (REF-11) in 2023 will look at the quality of information in safety data 

sheets. Indeed, safety data sheets are the main vehicles for communicating safety information 

in the supply chain. If they are deficient, workers and professionals may not receive adequate 

information to use hazardous substances and mixtures safely. The poor quality of information 

in safety data sheets is a long-standing issue detected also in many earlier enforcement 

projects. The project will check compliance with the revised requirements under Annex II to 

REACH, which sets the content and format required for safety data sheets. 

The Forum also adopted a revised compendium expanding the number of analytical methods 

to control compliance with REACH restrictions.  The compendium now contains 400 methods 

for checking 56 restriction entries from Annex XVII to REACH. The revised compendium will 

soon be published on ECHA’s website. 

The Forum and its BPR Subgroup (BPRS) also discussed their experience from two virtual 

workshops with accredited stakeholder organisations organised in spring 2021. The 

workshops focused on the findings and recommendations from the BEF-1 project on articles 

treated with biocides, REF-7 project on REACH registration and the pilot project on controlling 

REACH restrictions and CLP labelling in imported products. 

 

➢ Biocides 

• Article 95 list has been updated and includes new suppliers of biocides  

Source: ECHA  

As a reminder, ECHA is responsible for the publication of the list of relevant substances and 

the respective substance and product suppliers, in accordance with Article 95 of the Biocidal 

Products Regulation (BPR). The purpose of this list is to “ensure the equal treatment of persons 

placing active substances on the market”.  

The list was last updated on 28 June. The following changes occurred:  

https://echa.europa.eu/-/highlights-from-enforcement-forum-38-meeting?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210630&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-aa70de20891a4ce0836def15e4c1828a&esid=7c4f1018-73d9-eb11-812c-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/27434452/art_95_list_en.pdf/c752c5ae-358c-e84b-652a-fb98106dfe8e
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• Active chlorine released from hypochlorous acid for PT2 and PT5 submitted by KS natec 

AG (CH)  

• Active chlorine released from hypochlorous acid (Redefined from Active Chlorine: 

manufactured by the reaction of hypochlorous acid and sodium hypochlorite produced 

in situ) for PT2 and PT5 by CPA Building & Factory Technologies GmbH (DE) 

• Copper sulphate pentahydrate for PT2 by MANICA SPA (IT) 

 

• Minutes of the 46th Meeting of the Biocides Coordination Group (27-29 April 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA published the non-confidential minutes of the 46th Meeting of the BCG. The Group 

discussed among other items:  

• Formal referrals on mutual recognition disagreements  

• Harmonisation of technical and procedural issues in relation to product authorisation 

• Feedback on e-consultations   

• Withdrawal of the authorisation of a particular biocidal product  

• Next steps in relation to the agreed CA document: “Proposal to bridge the endocrine 

disruptor assessment of biocidal non-active substances with REACH screening and 

assessment”  

 

➢ CLP 

• ECHA consultation on CLH dossier preparation 

Source: ECHA 

Following the publication of its practical guide How to submit CLH dossiers and the webinar 

held on 26 May to present it, ECHA is now looking for a feedback on the guide. They would 

like to know more about the challenges that the companies face when preparing CLH 

dossiers and how the guide is helping them on this matter.  

The feedback are welcome until 15 September 2021. The comments received will help ECHA 

prepare a second information session on the topic later in the autumn.  

The access to the survey, as well as the link to the guide and the recording of the webinar are 

available through the link above.  

 

• One million successful poison centre notifications now submitted 

Source: ECHA 

Companies have now successfully submitted more than 1 million notifications to the poison 

centres notification database. With a unique formula identifier in each notification, EU poison 

centres now have more accurate information to give immediate medical advice when someone 

is accidentally exposed to a hazardous mixture. 

Since 1 January 2021, importers and downstream users have to notify their mixtures in a 

harmonised format and unique formula identifiers (UFIs) must be included in the notifications 

and on mixture labels. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/s-circabc/sd/d/7768d867-ab74-446d-8c35-2cd375b9420a/CG-M-46-2021_Final%20PUBLIC.pdf
https://echa.europa.eu/-/how-to-submit-a-clh-dossier?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210630&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-aa70de20891a4ce0836def15e4c1828a&esid=7c4f1018-73d9-eb11-812c-005056b9310e
https://poisoncentres.echa.europa.eu/-/one-million-successful-poison-centre-notifications-now-submitted?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210630&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-aa70de20891a4ce0836def15e4c1828a&esid=7c4f1018-73d9-eb11-812c-005056b9310e
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The UFI code creates a link between the product on the market and information about its 

ingredients and toxicity, which is sent to EU poison centres so they can rapidly identify products 

when every second counts. 

Together with our partners, we are launching a campaign to increase consumer awareness 

about the UFI. Household and professional consumers buying and using products that contain 

chemicals that are harmful to our health, need to know about the UFI code as they may be 

asked for it in the event of an accidental exposure. 

 

➢ SVHC 

• Publications of documents related to the agreement on the identification of MCCPs 

as substances of very high concern  

Source: ECHA 

During the 74th Member State Committee (14-17 June), an agreement was reached on the 

identification of Medium-chain chlorinated paraffins (MCCP) as substances of very high 

concern (SVHC). This agreement comes in the framework of the evaluation of an Annex XV 

dossier for the identification of MCCP as SVHC. The document can be found HERE.  

Additional documents related to this agreement were published: 

• Member State Committee support document for the identification of MCCP as SVHC, 

HERE 

• Comments received by ECHA on the dossier and its reponses to these comments, HERE 

• Detailed comments received from:  

o MCCP REACH Consortium, HERE 

o Altair Chimica SpA, HERE 

 

• Support document for identification of glutaral as a SVHC 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA published the Member State Committee Support Document for Identification of Glutaral 

as a substance of very high concern. The document focuses on Glutaral’s respiratory 

sensitising properties and contains an assessment on the substance risks of being a hazard 

on human health.  

This document was drafted in the context of the evaluation of an Annex XV for the identification 

of Glutaral as SVHC.

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/23665416/svhc_msc_agreement_mccp_19556_en.pdf/233569ab-0edf-7a25-3278-9ad40ea192bb
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/23665416/svhc_supdoc_mccp_19597_en.pdf/cfbf3980-263c-7f53-f384-1bd1cf45c3c9
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/23665416/svhc_rcom_mccp_19599_en.pdf/d203e0d8-75f1-9b27-24c1-79558036c3d7
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/23665416/5536_mccp+reach+-+svhc+comments+-+final+23-april-2021_19598_en.pdf/e97498a0-7444-827b-349a-e5276f334b09
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/23665416/5533_altair+chimica+-+comments+to+svhc+proposal-23042021_19596_en.pdf/338e7afa-a4c7-d2d5-0f38-1b7e97c66fad
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/23665416/svhc_supdoc_glutaral_19603_en.pdf/8114c121-0b66-5a38-a662-204269424f7c
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SUSTAINABILITY 

➢ Safety 

• ChemSec Business Group Shares Innovative Approach for Improving Chemical 

Safety 

Source: ChemSec 

ChemSec, in collaboration with Apple and other corporate members in the NGO’s Business 

Group, has developed a step-by-step approach to help companies advance chemical safety 

within their products and supply chains. This approach, called ChemCoach, provides a 

framework to identify, phase out, and replace harmful chemicals with safer alternatives. This 

resource is now available publicly and free of charge. 

ChemCoach is a checklist and flowchart to help companies identify and move toward replacing 

Endocrine-Disrupting Chemicals (EDCs) in their products and supply chains. The guidance of 

ChemCoach builds on the previous experiences of Apple and other participating companies 

that are leading in smart chemistry solutions that protect the health of consumers and the 

environment. 

ChemSec and its partners developed ChemCoach to help small and medium-sized companies 

that may have limited recourses or knowledge on how to start effectively managing EDCs in 

their products and supply chains. 

The newly-published ChemCoach flowchart can be used as a foundation for companies 

to create a responsible chemicals management strategy, as an internal communications tool 

for raising awareness around the issue of problematic chemicals in products, or as a corporate 

benchmark to compare the company’s progress with industry leaders. 

 

➢ Consumers 

• Consumer protection: Commission revises EU rules on product safety and 

consumer credit 

Source: European Commission  

On 30 June, the European Commission has proposed revisions of two sets of EU rules to 

enhance consumer rights: the General Product Safety Directive and the EU rules on consumer 

credit to safeguard consumers. The Commission is reinforcing its safety net for EU consumers, 

for example, by making sure that dangerous products are recalled from the market or that 

credit offers are presented to consumers in a clear way, easily readable on digital devices. 

The General Product Safety Regulation will address risks related to these new technology 

products, such as cybersecurity risks, and to online shopping by, introducing product safety 

rules for online marketplaces. It will ensure that all products reaching EU consumers, through 

online marketplaces or from the neighbourhood shop, are safe, whether coming from within 

the EU or from outside. The new Regulation will make certain that marketplaces fulfil their 

duties so that consumers do not end up with dangerous products in their hands. 

https://chemsec.org/apple-and-the-chemsec-business-group-share-innovative-approach-for-improving-chemical-safety/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3242
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The revision of the Consumer Credit Directive provides that information related to credits must 

be presented in a clear way, adapted to the digital devices so that consumers understand what 

they are signing up for. Furthermore, the Directive will improve rules with which 

creditworthiness, i.e. whether or not a consumer will be able to repay the credit, is assessed. 

This is to avoid the issue of over-indebtedness. The regulation will ask Member States to 

promote financial education and to ensure debt advice is made available to consumers. 

The Commission’s proposals will now be discussed by the Council of the EU and European 

Parliament.  

Through the link above, you can find more details on the two directives to be reviewed, the two 

proposals, factsheets and EU Commissioner’s reactions.  

You can also find the European Consumer Organisation’s press release calling for an ambitious 

overhaul of the General Product Safety Directive HERE.  

 

➢ Health  

• EU strategic framework on health and safety at work 2021-2027 

Source: European Commission 

This week, the European Commission adopted the the EU strategic framework on health and 

safety at work 2021-2027. It sets out the key actions needed to improve workers' health and 

safety over the coming years, by updating occupational safety and health rules.  

This new strategy focuses on three cross-cutting objectives:  

1. Anticipating and managing change in the new world of work: To ensure safe and healthy 

workplaces during the digital, green and demographic transitions, the Commission will 

review the Workplaces Directive and the Display Screen Equipment Directive and 

update protective limits on asbestos and lead. It will prepare an EU-level initiative 

related to mental health at work that assesses emerging issues related to workers' 

mental health and puts forward guidance for action. 

2. Improving prevention of work-related diseases and accidents: This strategic framework 

will promote a ‘vision zero' approach to eliminate work-related deaths in the EU. The 

Commission will also update EU rules on hazardous chemicals to combat cancer, 

reproductive, and respiratory diseases. 

3. Increasing preparedness for possible future health threats: Drawing lessons from the 

current pandemic, the Commission will develop emergency procedures and guidance 

for the rapid deployment, implementation and monitoring of measures in potential 

future health crises, in close cooperation with public-health actors. 

The Commission also calls on Member States to update their national occupational safety and 

health strategies to ensure that the new measures reach the workplace. Beyond EU borders, 

the Commission will also continue playing a leading role in promoting high occupational safety 

and health standards globally. 

The EU Strategic Framework and other related documents are also available through the link 

above.  

 

 

https://www.beuc.eu/publications/all-eyes-eu-week-improve-outdated-product-safety-law/html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3170
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➢ Energy efficiency 

• Improved platform for monitoring energy efficiency financing – DEEP 2.0 

Source: European Commission 

The European Commission is launching an improved and updated version of the “De-risking 

Energy Efficiency Platform” (DEEP). Called DEEP 2.0, this is an open-source database for 

monitoring and benchmarking energy efficiency investment performance. It aims to help users 

to better understand the real risk and benefits of energy efficiency investments based on 

market evidence and tangible track records. 

Energy efficient buildings are not only good for the EU economy and for the climate, they also 

contribute to reduced air pollution, improved indoor comfort and reduced respiratory 

deceases, all in line with the EU’s climate and energy targets for 2030 and the European Green 

Deal. Building renovation is also an important aspect of the EU’s ambition for economic 

recovery after the Covid pandemic – with its opportunity to create jobs and help the fight 

against climate change. 

The DEEP 2.0 platform includes over 17 000 energy efficiency projects from 30 providers. This 

updated version of the platform offers: 

• a new structure with more information directly available on the landing page, accessible 

without registering or logging in 

• new data fields for 

• buildings with integrated renewable energy sources 

• alignment with the new EU taxonomy 

• an improved benchmarking tool that allows users to benchmark their own portfolio 

against data from other investors, as well as to benchmark between different user-

defined data subsets 

• more advanced risk indicators (skewness, kurtosis and Value at Risk) 

• easier to access DEEP analysis through an application programming interface (API) 

 

• LEAKED: The EU’s carbon market reform proposal 

Source: Euractiv 

A draft of the EU’s revised Emissions Trading Scheme confirms the European Commission’s 

intention to tighten the cap placed on CO2 emissions from industry and extend carbon trading 

to cover heating fuels. 

The revised ETS will be the centrepiece of a broader package of twelve EU energy and climate 

laws that the European Commission will table on 14 July. The EU’s carbon trading scheme is 

the main policy underpinning the bloc’s goal of reducing emissions at least 55% by 2030, an 

objective enshrined in the bloc’s recently adopted European Climate Law.  

In its current form, the scheme puts a price on every ton of CO2 emitted by the electricity 

sector, intra-EU flights as well as large energy consuming industries, such as steel and 

chemicals. Now, the Commission wants to extend the scheme to cover maritime transport as 

well as road and building emissions, which would be treated in “an additional emissions trading 

system.” “The scope covering only buildings and road transport has clear benefits in terms of 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/improved-platform-monitoring-energy-efficiency-financing-deep-20-2021-jul-01_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/emissions-trading-scheme/news/leaked-the-eus-carbon-market-reform-proposal/
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economic efficiency compared to an extension to all fossil fuel combustion,” says a summary 

of the cost-benefit analysis accompanying the Commission’s proposal. 

Euractiv sums up the main orientations chosen by the European Commission according to the 

leaked draft. They also gather reactions and comments from MEPs and stakeholders.  

You can find the full leaked ETS reform proposal HERE.  

 

➢ Ecodesign 

• New EU rules to boost energy efficiency of electric motors 

Source: European Commission 

New EU ecodesign measures for electric motors and variable speed drives enter into force on 

1 July 2021, aimed at improving the energy efficiency of these products across the EU. 

Applicable to AC induction motors (such as those that can be found in washing machines, air 

conditioners, or heat pumps. 

The new rules update the previous regulation from 2009 and have a significantly broader 

scope, covering motors with a power range from 0.12 kW until 1000 kW (relative to the previous 

0.75 – 375 kW). The energy efficiency requirements have also been reinforced, reflecting 

technological progress and market evolution in the past decade. 

Under the previous 2009 regulation the improvement in the efficiency of motors was expected 

to bring 57 TWh of annual energy savings in the EU by 2020. Taking into account the overall 

effect of the new revised regulation, Commission modelling estimates that annual savings will 

increase to 110 TWh by 2030, which is equivalent to electricity consumption of the 

Netherlands. This means that 40 million tonnes of CO2 emissions will be avoided each year 

and that the annual energy bill of EU households. 

 

• ChemSec:’s view on how to reach Safe and Sustainable by Design 

Source: ChemSec 

The European Commission has initiated an ambitious work to define criteria for which 

chemicals and materials are to be considered Safe and Sustainable by Design. This week, 

ChemSec is submitting their opinion on the topic in a stakeholder survey that will help identify 

how this can be done. 

They are also publishing a position paper, presenting their ideas on how criteria for Safe and 

Sustainable by Design should be designed and implemented. They write that their proposal 

would efficiently help move industry towards safe and sustainable chemicals, materials and 

products, perfectly in line with the aims of the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability. 

You can find the key-elements of the position paper through the link above. The full report is 

available HERE. 

 

➢ Industry 

• How Can EU Competition Law Accelerate Industrial Green Transition?  

Source: Cefic 

https://www.euractiv.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/07/ETS-Proposal.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/new-eu-rules-boost-energy-efficiency-electric-motors-2021-jun-30_en
https://chemsec.org/this-is-how-we-reach-safe-and-sustainable-by-design/
https://chemsec.org/publication/chemical-strategy/our-view-on-safe-and-sustainable-by-design-criteria/
https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/how-can-eu-competition-law-accelerate-industrial-green-transition/
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Speaking at Politico Europe’s Competitive Europe Summit, Cefic Director General 

Marco Mensink highlighted the role of innovation in increasing the speed 

of industrial transformation. Marco stressed that companies are not looking for ‘blank checks,’ 

but the real challenge for the industry is how to bring an innovation framework closer to the 

market. “We need to increase the speed of transformation, and the answer is innovation.” 

Cefic writes that the chemicals industry is going through a “double twin” transition. The sector 

is asked to go climate-neutral and circular, increase digitalization and implement the 

Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability, and this is where the industry will need support in 

mapping out a pathway towards the 2050 goals.  

“The race will likely develop the best technology to make the industrial transformation, but we 

don’t have too much time until 2030. So, we’re looking for guidance on how information can 

be exchanged on the ways forward. That’s where we’re looking for the guidance and continued 

dialogue with the Cabinet of EVP Vestager,” Marco Mensink concluded.   

You can watch HERE the full 20-minute debate between Marco Mensink, Kim Jørgensen, Head 

of Cabinet of Executive Vice-President Margrethe Vestager, Julian Nowag, Associate Professor 

in EU competition law, Lund University, and Margarida Matos Rosa, President Portuguese 

Competition Authority. 

 

https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/how-can-eu-competition-law-accelerate-industrial-green-transition/

