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CHEMICALS 
 

➢ REACH 

• Publication of documents related to the 39th Meeting of Competent Authorities for 

REACH and CLP (CARACAL) (4 May 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

The next CARACAL meeting will take place on 4 May 2021. The European Commission 
published a series of documents related to the upcoming meeting, including a draft agenda. 
Relevant topics on the agenda are: 

- Titanium dioxide, suggestions for amendments of the 14th ATP pertaining to the 

labelling of certain non-classified solid mixtures 

- Correction to ATPs 

- Update on ATPs 

- Updated on Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability. 

The draft agenda as well as documents related to the labelling of titanium dioxide and 
corrections to ATPs which constitute support documents for the meeting, can be found 
through the link above.  
 

• New tool to identify persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic chemicals 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA has developed a new screening profiler to help identify persistent, bioaccumulative and 
toxic (PBT) or very persistent and very bioaccumulative (vPvB) substances. The ECHA PBT 
screening profiler may be used to screen for substances for further PBT/vPvB assessment 
under REACH. 

The workflow is based on collected experimental data and results provided by t(Q)SAR models 
in the OECD QSAR Toolbox. The profiler is available for download from the QSAR Toolbox 
repository or through the QSAR Toolbox repository client. The profiler has not yet been widely 
tested and is available as a beta version. 

The QSAR Toolbox repository can be found through the link above. 
 

• Webinar on QSARs and their assessment under dossier evaluation (3 June 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

The webinar covers the requirements for the use of QSAR results as adaptations to standard 
information in REACH registrations. It also shows how ECHA evaluates the compliance of 
QSAR information. Finally, it illustrates the most common issues found in QSAR studies 
included in REACH dossiers and how they are addressed in ECHA’s decisions. The webinar is 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/97a0c329-f787-46fb-af1f-e71b37380be6?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://repository.qsartoolbox.org/?_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-37046492478d47afbc1204ccfd60c7c1&esid=e438b055-fea7-eb11-812b-005056952b31
https://echa.europa.eu/-/qsars-and-their-assessment-under-dossier-evaluation
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particularly addressed to REACH registrants, who may include QSAR results in their 
registration dossiers and to stakeholders interested in learning about ECHA’s methods on 
evaluating QSAR results. 

The webinar will be followed by a live Q&A session.  
 

• Dissemination and Confidentiality under the REACH Regulation 

Source: ECHA 

This manual aims to assist users in complying with their obligations under the REACH 
Regulation. It provides information about the online access to information on chemical 
substances for which a dossier has been registered under REACH as well as information on 
the content and assessment of confidentiality requests.   

Changes were made in April on the document to update information on publication of Legal 
Entity Details and Tonnage band calculation.  
 

• How to comply with REACH chemical regulations in the UK 

Source: UK Government 

The UK Government updated a webpage dedicated to providing guidance on how to comply 
with REACH chemical regulations when using, making, selling, or importing chemicals in the 
UK and in the EU. 
 
This guidance follows the framework of UK REACH, which is part of the UK’s chemicals 
regulatory regime. Any organisation selling or distributing chemicals in the UK and the EU, 
will need to follow both UK REACH and EU REACH rules. 
 

• Companies must review registrations transferred from the UK 

Source: ECHA 

All transfers of registrations following the UK’s withdrawal from the EU have now been 
completed. More than 8 000 UK-based registrations have been successfully transferred to 
companies in the EU, EEA or Northern Ireland. These companies must review and, if needed, 
update the information in these registrations. 

Safety information may need to be reviewed and updated, and administrative information, 
such as the company’s role in the supply chain, may also need to be revised by the new 
registrant. If an update is required, registrants have up to three months to update 
administrative information or up to six, nine or 12 months for more complex updates. These 
timelines have been clarified in the Commission’s Implementing Regulation on dossier 
updates. The obligation to update applies to REACH registrations and previously notified 
substances (NONS) under the Dangerous Substances Directive. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/22308542/manual_dissemination_en.pdf/7e0b87c2-2681-4380-8389-cd655569d9f0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-comply-with-reach-chemical-regulations
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/companies-must-review-registrations-transferred-from-the-uk?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210428&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-37046492478d47afbc1204ccfd60c7c1&esid=e438b055-fea7-eb11-812b-005056952b31
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All information in a registration dossier is checked for completeness, whether it is newly 
submitted or was already previously included in the registration. Since March 2021, ECHA also 
checks the completeness of the chemical safety reports. 

 

➢ Biocides 

• Revised Draft Agenda of the next Biocides Working Group Meeting (1-11 June 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

Between the 1st and 11 June 2021, the Biocides Working Group Meeting will sit in its different 
configurations:  

- Analytical methods and physico-chemical properties Working Group (APCP WG) 

- Human Health Working Group (TOX WG) 

- Environment Working Group (ENV WG) 

- Efficacy Working Group (EFF WG). 

In last week’s EU Monitoring Report, you could find the provisional agenda. This agenda has 
been revised since then: 

- Discussion for agreement on disinfection by-products has been added in the “Item 8 

– AOB” of the ENV WG 

- Agenda points under “Item 8 - Technical and guidance related issues” of the EFF WG 

have been removed. 

 

• Revised Draft Agenda of the 46th Meeting of the Biocides Coordination Group (27-29 

April 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

The next Biocides Coordination Group will meet on 27-29 April 2021. They will discuss among 
other items:  

- Formal referrals on mutual recognition disagreements 

- Harmonisation of technical and procedural issues in relation to product authorisation 

- Feedback on e-consultations (the list of the e-consultations to be discussed can be 

found HERE) 

- Withdrawal of the authorisation of a particular biocidal product 

- Next steps in relation to the agreed CA document: “Proposal to bridge the endocrine 

disruptor assessment of biocidal non-active substances with REACH screening and 

assessment”. 

A revised agenda has been published on 26 April. You can find the changes through the link 
above.  
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/22837179/wgii_2021_provisional_draft_agenda_en.pdf/6dd93283-8ab1-3370-a9da-cc23fef2f7fe
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/s-circabc/sd/d/e7d905f7-1db9-42cf-9b22-34e2be9a6f2a/CG-A-46-2021%20Revised_draft%20agenda_rev1.pdf
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/s-circabc/sd/d/7d97c2c0-6350-40ba-a692-db72dfb06b03/CG-46-2021-22%20AP%2016.4%20e-consultations%20list.docx


 
 
 
 

   
  
 

11 Rue de l’Industrie 1000 Brussels – Belgium | Phone: +32 (0)2 720 00 73 | www.alienoreu.com 

  
 
 
 

5 

• Article 95 list has been updated and includes new suppliers of biocides  

Source: ECHA  

As a reminder, ECHA is responsible for the publication of the list of relevant substances and 
the respective substance and product suppliers, in accordance with Article 95 of the Biocidal 
Products Regulation (BPR). The purpose of this list is to “ensure the equal treatment of 
persons placing active substances on the market”.   

The following changes occurred:  

• Active chlorine released from hypochlorous acid for PT2 and PT5 submitted by RAFI 

UG (DE) 

• Chlorine dioxide for PT2 and PT5 submitted by  
o Brenntag Polska Sp.z.o.o (PL) 
o Brenntag GmbH (DE) 
o Brenntag Hungária Kft. (HU) 
o BRENNTAG Química, S.A.U (ES) 

 

• Publication of Opinions of the BPC on the application for approval of active 

substances 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA published a series of opinions on the application for approval of active substances, 
adopted by the Biocidal Products Committee (BPC) in June 2020. The following active 
substances were addressed:  

- Active chlorine released from hypochlorous acid for PT-5 (The opinion can be found 

HERE, and the full assessment report on the substance HERE) 

- Active chlorine released from hypochlorous acid for PT-2 (The opinion can be found 

HERE, and the full assessment report on the substance HERE) 

- Active chlorine generated from sodium chloride by electrolysis for PT-2 (The opinion 

can be found HERE, and the full assessment report on the substance HERE). Human 

and environmental exposure to the active substances in the cases of their use in 

swimming-pools were specifically evaluated in this report. 

 
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/27434452/art_95_list_en.pdf/c752c5ae-358c-e84b-652a-fb98106dfe8e
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/24380804/129980_active_cl_released-hypochlorous-acid_pt5_opinion_en.pdf/8f37c0fc-c201-4fe8-e6a4-719e32a0a74f
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/24380810/129979_Active+chlorine_hypochlorous+acid_PT+5_final+AR_2020_public.pdf/a32b9dff-5ceb-710f-cc06-bacf93657406
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/24380804/129971_active_cl_released_hypochlorous_acid_pt2_opinion_en.pdf/0f27b244-65b9-0e64-2e59-3a8e2ba7d7dd
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/24380810/129970_Active+chlorine_hypochlorous+acid_PT+2_final+AR_2020_public.pdf/f5f21734-59b4-8d8b-3148-59017145467c
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/24380804/129957_Active+Cl+%28sodium%29_PT+2_Final+BPC+opinion.pdf/f897daac-40bc-168b-bdff-b1a554f58285
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/24380810/129958_Active+chlorine_in+situ_PT+2_final+AR+2020+publ.pdf/59f62db7-ea7a-e0a1-acc7-cf92b7d0d982
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SUSTAINABILITY 
 

➢ EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 

• Innovation Is The Answer To A Quadruple Challenge The Chemical Industry Is Facing 

Now 

Source: Cefic 

EU Commissioner for Environment Virginijus Sinkevičius, Secretary General of the European 
Environmental bureau Jeremy Wates and Cefic Director General Marco Mensink held a high-
level debate at the Helsinki Chemicals Forum on the challenges of implementing The EU 
Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability.   

The EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability adopted by the European Commission in October 
2020 proposes more than 80 legislative and non-legislative measures to further improve 
protection of people and environment from the harmful effects of chemicals and incentivise 
production of sustainable substances. The Strategy also introduces a series of new concepts 
into EU regulatory framework including a concept of regulating chemicals based on their 
“essential use” and shifting towards “safe-and-sustainable by design” substances.   

Cefic shares the same goals as the Commission which is to maintain a system that provides a 
high level of protection for people and the environment and supporting the industry’s 
investments into safer and more sustainable substances on European soil, yet the 
Strategy comes at a very challenging time.    

“If you look at the Green Deal which the chemical industry supports, we are probably the only 
sector that faces a quadruple challenge. In addition to green and digital transition that 
all other sectors have to undergo, we also have a circularity challenge and Chemicals Strategy 
for Sustainability to comply with between now and 2050”, explained Marco Mensink during 
the debate.   

Cefic Director General also emphasized the need to sequence all steps to make sure that the 
measures that can make the biggest impact are introduced first and right investments are 
made early in the process.   

The discussion also touched upon an important topic of a growing regulatory gap between 
the EU and other regions in the world which have a less advanced chemicals legislation. 
Maintaining the competitiveness of the EU industry in this regard will be an important issue 
to consider.   

Commissioner Sinkevicius emphasised the role of the EU as a global standard setter for 
ambitious policies to better protect environment and people. Marco Mensink noted that the 
key question is not only how to make the EU chemical industry more sustainable but how to 
make other regions follow the EU lead.   

 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/innovation-is-the-answer-to-a-quadruple-challenge-the-chemical-industry-is-facing-now/
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➢ Waste 

• EurEau’s expectations for a revised Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive 

Source : EurEau 

European waste water service providers see the revision of the 1991 Urban Waste Water 
Treatment Directive (UWWTD) as an opportunity to develop an ambitious, innovative, 
supportive and straight-forward new policy framework enabling operators to meet the Green 
Deal goals and make waste water collection, treatment and management fit for the decades 
to come. 

New objectives to be delivered must consider the affordability of water services. This includes 
the long life-cycle of waste water collection and treatment assets and their inherent 
inflexibility for adaptation or upgrading. In that respect, EurEau released a position paper 
outlining their general expectations and point at areas to be covered by the impact 
assessment. Their key messages for EU policy makers include: 

• Making source control the key principle for management of the whole water cycle, 
including waste water management. 

• Ensuring the sustainable financing of waste water utilities by ensuring full cost 
recovery. 

• Promoting measures towards climate change adaptation and mitigation. 
• Exploring the potentials of circular economy 
• Adopting a holistic approach to micropollutants starting from control-at-

source measures and implementing EPR for end-of-pipe measures in hot spots. 
• Exploring sustainable solutions to address combined sewer overflows, road-run 

off and issues regarding IAS. 

You can find the full position paper HERE. 
 

➢ Energy efficiency 

• Sweetening the deal for heat decarbonisation 

Source: Euractiv 
 
This op-ed deals with the heat decarbonisation and the barriers currently undermining the 
installation and broader use of performant and cleaner heating systems over the 
consumption of fossil fuels. Carbon pricing, regulation and supporting measures must work 
together, reads the op-ed. 

“Minimum efficiency standards on heating equipment can effectively drive out the market 
availability of new fossil fuel boilers, as evidence from Norway and Denmark clearly show. 
Minimum energy performance standards on existing buildings can bring forward building 
renovations and heating system replacements by setting dates by which buildings must 
comply with energy or carbon performance criteria, as already effectively implemented in the 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.eureau.org/resources/news/540-eureau-s-expectations-for-a-revised-uwwtd
https://www.eureau.org/resources/consultations/5578-eureau-expectations-in-uwwtd-revision-process-public-statement/file
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/sweetening-the-deal-for-heat-decarbonisation/
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Netherlands and Scotland. Clean heat standards, regulating heating fuel suppliers to make 
emissions reductions, could step up the rate of progress on buildings decarbonisation. 

By 2030, according to the Commission’s analysis, the buildings sector will be expected to 
decrease its direct carbon emissions by 60% from 2015 levels, driven by a combination of 
building renovations and switching from fossil fuel heating to electrically powered heat 
pumps. Currently, the combined impact of taxes and levies on electricity prices reinforces 
electrical energy efficiency efforts but does nothing to support fuel switching. In fact, it 
positively acts against the electrification of heat, the main option available for low carbon 
heating in buildings to 2030. 

Across the EU, electricity is more expensive than gas, in large part owing to taxes and levies. 
Rebalancing taxes and levies, to lower the price of electricity and increase the price of fossil 
fuel alternatives, is essential if we are going to be asking people to switch to electrically 
powered heat pumps. Some EU member states have recognised the need for carbon 
pricing. Sweden and Finland have had carbon taxes on heating fuels for decades and have 
very little fossil fuel use left in the buildings sector. Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland and 
Luxembourg are amongst the countries to have recently introduced or ramped up carbon 
pricing measures. 

What these member states have in common are Effort Sharing Regulation (ESR) targets that 
require additional policy effort to meet. The ESR provides member states with legally binding 
targets for emission reductions, including in the buildings and transport sectors. Increasing 
ESR targets across member states, in line with the EU’s new 55% emission reduction goal, 
would maintain the environmental integrity of the EU’s climate target architecture. It would 
also allow member states to introduce carbon pricing and other policy measures in a managed 
way, as part of a broader policy framework. 

First, carbon prices should rise gradually and predictably, to better promote investment and 
shield vulnerable consumers from the risk of substantially higher fuel prices. This can be 
achieved through either a carbon tax or an emissions trading system (ETS) with a price 
corridor where price movements are limited. With Fit for 55-proof ESR targets in place, this 
approach to carbon pricing could be introduced either by member states or at the EU level. 

Second, carbon revenues should be allocated to buildings emissions reduction policies and 
targeted to support low income, vulnerable and energy poor households. To achieve a rapid 
and just transition, using carbon revenues as they are collected to fund targeted renovation 
projects will be insufficient. 

We will need to bring forward future revenues — for example through climate bonds — and 
supplement these with other public and private sources of finance, providing a huge wave of 
support for those on low incomes to renovate their homes and decarbonise their fuel supply. 
Carbon pricing, regulation and supporting measures must work together”. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
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➢ Brexit 

• Parliament formally approves EU-UK trade and cooperation agreement 

Source: European Parliament 

Parliament voted with a large majority in favour of granting its consent to the agreement 
setting the rules of the future EU-UK relationship. The consent decision was adopted by 660 
votes for, five against and 32 abstentions, while the accompanying resolution, setting out 
Parliament’s evaluation of and expectations from the deal, passed by 578 votes, with 51 
against and 68 abstentions. The vote took place on Tuesday, with results announced on 
Wednesday. 

On 24 December 2020, EU and UK negotiators had agreed on the Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement establishing the terms for future EU-UK cooperation. To minimise disruption, the 
agreement has been provisionally applied since 1 January 2021. Parliament’s consent is 
necessary for the agreement to enter into force permanently before its lapse on 30 April 2021. 

Parliament strongly welcomes the conclusion of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement that limits the negative consequences of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, which 
it considers a “historic mistake” as no third country can enjoy the same benefits as an EU 
member. 

The zero quotas and zero tariffs trade agreement between the EU and the UK are viewed 
positively by MEPs, and guarantees on fair competition rules could serve as a model for future 
trade agreements, MEPs add. Parliament agrees with provisions on, among others, fisheries, 
consumers, air traffic and energy. 

With Parliament’s consent, the agreement will enter into force once Council has concluded it 
by 30 April. 
 

➢ Other 

• Here are the 10 most searched SIN List chemicals 

Source: Chemsec 

Chemsec analysed the user statistics of the SIN List, a compilation of hazardous chemicals that 
should be substituted as soon as possible (SIN is short for Substitute It Now), as they pose a 
threat to human health and the environment. Over the past year, the list has had over 43,000 
visitors from 177 countries, which means that the sun never sets over this global database. 

One trend has been clear for several years now; at the top among the most searched SIN List 
chemicals are endocrine disrupting chemicals, EDCs. Here are the 10 most searched 
substances in the SIN list: 

1. Butylated hydroxytoluene 
2. Oxybenzone 
3. 2-ethylhexyl 4-methoxycinnamate 
4. Octamethylcyclotetrasiloxane 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210423IPR02772/parliament-formally-approves-eu-uk-trade-and-cooperation-agreement
https://chemsec.org/here-are-the-10-most-searched-sin-list-chemicals/
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5. 4-nitrophenol 
6. Formaldehyde 
7. Styrene 
8. Boric acid 
9. DEHP 
10. Petrolatum 

 

http://www.alienoreu.com/

