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CHEMICALS 
 

➢ REACH 

• Publication of documents related to the 39th Meeting of Competent Authorities for 

REACH and CLP (CARACAL) (4 May 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

The next CARACAL meeting will take place on 4 May 2021. The European Commission 
published a series of documents related to the upcoming meeting, including a draft agenda. 
Relevant topics on the agenda are: 

- Titanium dioxide, suggestions for amendments of the 14th ATP pertaining to the 

labelling of certain non-classified solid mixtures 

- Correction to ATPs 

- Update on ATPs 

- Updated on Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability. 

The draft agenda as well as documents related to the labelling of titanium dioxide and 
corrections to ATPs which constitute support documents for the meeting, can be found 
through the link above. Additional documents have been published over the past week. 
 

• Publication Consultation on the Revision of the REACH Regulation 

Source: European Commission 

The European Green Deal sets out the ambition to reach zero pollution for a toxic-free 
environment. As part of this ambition, the chemicals strategy for sustainability announces 
actions to better protect people and the environment against hazardous chemicals and to 
encourage innovation to develop safe and sustainable alternatives. 

Achieving these goals requires revising the rules governing the registration, evaluation, 
authorisation and restriction of chemicals in the EU. According to the European Commission 
Inception Impact Assessment, the following aspects will be considered in the revision process: 

- Revision of the registration requirements 

- Introduction of a Mixtures Assessment Factor 

- Simplifying communication in the supply chains 

- Reforming the authorisation processs 

- Reforming the restriction process 

- Revision of provisions for control and enforcement 

The European Commission now opened a public consultation in order to gather views from 
stakeholders on the Inception impact assessment. The consultation is open until 1 June. You 
can find the Inception impact assessment and access the portal to submit feedback through 
the link above. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/97a0c329-f787-46fb-af1f-e71b37380be6?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12959-Revision-of-EU-legislation-on-registration-evaluation-authorisation-and-restriction-of-chemicals-_en
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• Consultation on the list of restricted substances: Draft amendment to REACH Annex 

XVII 

Source: European Commission 

The Commission initiative aims to protect consumers by adding substances recently classified 
as carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic to reproduction (CMR) to the EU list of restricted 
substances (Annex XVII to the REACH Regulation). The Commission opened the proposed 
updated list of restricted substances for feedback from stakeholders.   

You can find the Draft amendment as well as the Annex containing the table of substances 
through the link above. There, you can also submit feedback to the consultation, until 2 June. 
 

• Publication of ECHA’s Annual Report 2020 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA’s Annual Report presents a summary of operational achievements and a breakdown of 
the resources used during 2020. It explains how the objectives set in the planning phase have 
been met and the targets achieved for the year. It also covers information on assurance and 
compliance with internal control standards. 

The full report can be accessed HERE. 
 

• Minutes of the 50th meeting of the Committee for Socio-economic Analysis (9-12 

March and 16-17 March) 

Source: ECHA 

Among the various points on the agenda, the SEAC discussed on updates on incoming/future 
applications, updates of the opinion format and evaluation of review reports. They also 
discussed and agreed several authorisation applications.  
 

• Provisional Draft Agenda of the 57th Meeting of the Committee for Risk Assessment 

(31 May-3 June and 8-10 June) 

Source: ECHA 

The RAC Committee will gather to talk about issues related to: 

• Reports from other ECHA bodies and activities 

• Health-based exposure limits at the workplace 

• Harmonised classification and labelling 

• Restrictions and authorisations 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12700-Chemicals-regulation-REACH-updated-list-of-restricted-substances_en
https://echa.europa.eu/annual-report-2020
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/29387629/annual_report_2020_en.pdf/09d078c5-ff40-6737-3e4c-41dea91a7738
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/22838427/SEAC_FinalMinutes_SEAC-50.pdf/d466d4a3-9f28-1652-efee-e1704aadf41a
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/32022442/rac57_agenda_en.pdf/3787da25-44e5-7aa7-0db7-cc8123f74c40
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➢ Biocides 

• Active chlorine released from hypochlorous acid: advice for technical equivalence 

applicants 

Source: ECHA 

In February 2021, the Commission published implementing regulations approving active 
chlorine released from hypochlorous acid as a biocidal active substance for product-types 1, 
2, 3, 4 and 5. Applicants who want us to assess the technical equivalence of an alternative 
source of this active substance can now submit applications through R4BP 3. 

To help prospective applicants prepare applications, ECHA have published a guidance note 
addressing the information requirements for the substance. The purpose is to provide more 
targeted advice and reduce the need to request further information. 

The guidance note can be found HERE. 
 

• List of notifications to the Art. 17 of the Review Programme Regulation updated 

Source: ECHA 

Part I of the table lists the substance/product-type combinations notified for inclusion in the 
review programme for which ECHA has issued a declaration of compliance in accordance with 
Article 17(5) of the Review Programme Regulation. The active substance/product-type 
combinations will be added to the Article 95 list of relevant substances and suppliers when 
the complete substance dossier is submitted and validated by the evaluating Competent 
Authority.  

In the part I, active substances such as “Silver-polyethylenimine-chloride (Redefined from 
Silver chloride)” and “Reaction products of aluminium trihydroxide and hydrochloric acid and 
aluminium and water” for PT-2 can be found. 

Part II of the table lists the active substance/product-type combinations for which ECHA has 
not received a notification or for which ECHA has issued a declaration of non-compliance in 
accordance with Article 17(5) of the Review Programme Regulation. These active 
substance/product-type combinations will either be removed from the review programme 
(section Ia and b) or will not be included into the review programme (section II). 

In the part II, active substances such as “Dialuminium chloride pentahydroxide”, 
“peroxyoctanoic acid”, silver or “Chlorine dioxide generated from sodium chlorite and sodium 
persulfate” can be found.  
 

• Publication of the minutes of the 89th and 90th Meeting of Competent Authorities for 

Biocidal Products Regulation 

Source: European Commission 
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/biocidal-products-regulation/technical-equivalence
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13564/hypochlorous_acid_advice_applicants_en.pdf/1d0a92cb-49aa-8154-1532-571627435681
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/27434452/list_of_notifications_en.pdf/0ad3b68a-1e01-304e-722d-f4a8457842c3
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The 89th Meeting of representatives of Member States Competent Authorities on Biocidal 
Products took place on 24-25 September 2020. The minutes can be found HERE. Relevant 
points to the Agenda were:  

- Article 55(1) permits for disinfectants 

- Non-active substances contained in biocidal products having indications for ED 

properties 

- Progression of evaluation of applications for approval as regards to the determination 

of ED properties 

- Status of an active substance containing an impurity identified as an endocrine 

disruptor 

The 90th Meeting took place on 8-9 December 2020. The minutes can be found HERE. 
Relevant points on the agenda were: 

- Non-active substances contained in biocidal products having indications for ED 

properties: bridging biocides with REACH 

- Non-active substances contained in biocidal products having indications for ED 

properties: whether including the name in BPC opinion, PAR and authorisations 

- Risk mitigation measures for products and treated articles 

- Monitoring report on biocidal product procedures 

- Progression on the evaluation process of UA applications  

- Progression of evaluation of applications for approval as regards to the determination 

of ED properties 

- Redefinition of active substances included in the Review Programme 

 

• Publication of a European Parliament resolution on a comprehensive European 

Union framework on endocrine disruptors 

Source: Official Journal of the European Union 

This resolution, adopted on 18 April 2019 by the European Parliament, was published on 30 
April 2021 to the Official Journal. It gives European Parliament’s position on the European 
Commission communication of 7 November 2018 entitled ”Towards a comprehensive 
European Union framework on endocrine disruptors”. 

In this resolution, the EP considers that the Union framework suggested by the Commission 
is not sufficiently adequate to address the threat to human health and the environment due 
to the exposure to EDCs. It calls the Commission to swiftly take necessary action to ensure a 
high level of protection and to draw up legislative proposals.  
 

➢ CLP 

• Draft programme for the Webinar session on how to submit a CLH dossier (26 May 

2021) 

Source: ECHA 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/e4670a1d-33d8-4ca4-8541-604872af680b/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/4c7c000c-f1cc-483c-bc6a-3920abcb1f7e/details
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.C_.2021.158.01.0018.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AC%3A2021%3A158%3ATOC
https://echa.europa.eu/-/how-to-submit-a-clh-dossier?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210505&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-32e8017e4c184cb8bec77438c0459845&esid=a7ed7910-88ad-eb11-812b-005056952b31
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In this online session, ECHA will present the practical guide on How to submit CLH dossiers, 
which highlights what submitters should check before submitting a proposal to harmonise 
the classification and labelling (CLH) of chemicals. The guide is expected to be published in 
May.  

The event is particularly addressed to CLH dossier submitters of substances under the scope 
of REACH and active substances used in biocidal products. 

This week, ECHA published the draft programme of the session, that you can read through 
the link above. 
 

• Public consultation on the Revision of EU legislation on hazard classification, 

labelling and packaging of chemicals 

Source: European Commission 

For the implementation of the Green Deal, the chemicals strategy for sustainability sets out 
a number of actions that require a targeted revision of the Regulation on the classification, 
labelling and packaging of chemical substances and mixtures. Various options for revision will 
be analysed in an impact assessment and, based on the results, the Commission will present 
legislative proposals for a revision of both the enacting terms of and the annexes to that 
Regulation. 
According to the European Commission Inception Impact Assessment document, the 
following measures will be considered: 

• New hazard classes (such as endocrine disruptors) and corresponding criteria. 
• Information label requirements for some hazards currently outside the scope of CLP.  
• Rules for mixtures and complex substances.  
• Harmonised environmental and safety values  
• Downstream obligations in relation to poison centres 
• Mandate for the EU Commission to request ECHA to develop new harmonised 

classification and labelling (‘CLH’) dossiers. 
• Prioritisation mechanism for harmonising the classification of certain chemicals.  
• Simplification and reduction of unnecessary administrative costs. 

The Inception Impact Assessment is open for feedback until 1 June 2021. The Commission 
will summarise the input received in a synopsis report explaining how the input will be 
taken on board and, if applicable, why certain suggestions can't be taken up. 

You can find the Inception impact assessment HERE. 
 

➢ Brexit 

• Webinar – Understanding REACH post-Brexit (12 May) 

Source: EUAgenda  

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12975-Revision-of-EU-legislation-on-hazard-classification-labelling-and-packaging-of-chemicals_en
https://images.chemycal.com/Media/Files/090166e5dcb13af5_(2).pdf
https://euagenda.eu/events/2021/05/12/webinar-understanding-reach-postbrexit
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The UK, a major producer and net exporter of chemical products has left the EU and started 
to implement its own independent chemical legislation. The webinar will therefore address 
the following issues: 

- How to deal with the regulatory challenges created by Brexit? 

- How to ensure supply chain continuity to and from the UK? 

- How to comply with the new UK REACH obligations: registration, authorisation, 

enforcement? 

Registration is open through the link above. 
 

➢ Other 

• Webinar on IUCLID 6 release (12 May) 

Source: ECHA 

This webinar introduces the latest IUCLID 6 version (5.15.0) released on 28 April 2021. 

IUCLID is updated twice a year. This April service release contains the remaining features of 
the web interface to be implemented: User and Report management, as well as a number of 
configurations to support users preparing dossiers for EU REACH, CLP or Waste Framework 
Directive (SCIP). 

The webinar will focus on presenting the latest IUCLID web interface features and 
improvements, and how IUCLID has been configured in particular to support PPP users. In 
addition, there will be a segment on how the web interface can be best utilised by EU REACH 
users. 
 

• Tutorial videos on ECHA accounts 

Source: ECHA 

In order to use ECHA’s IT tools, such as REACH-IT, R4BP 3, ePIC, ECHA Submisssion portal or 
ECHA Cloud Services, or to download certain files from ECHA's websites, an ECHA account is 
needed. 

ECHA has published seven video tutorials to help you use and manage those accounts. These 
include advice on, for example, how to create an ECHA account or legal entity and how to use 
its dashboard. 
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/-/iuclid-6-april-2021-release
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOPGDACSd6qxDGftn6jyCDlbxiuYS2uQ8&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-32e8017e4c184cb8bec77438c0459845&esid=a7ed7910-88ad-eb11-812b-005056952b31
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SUSTAINABILITY 
 

➢ EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 

• Commission launches the High-Level Roundtable on the Chemicals Strategy for 

Sustainability (5 May) 

Source: European Commission 

At this first meeting, members of the roundtable will exchange views on their role as 
ambassadors of the toxic-free environment and on the challenges and opportunities for the 
industrial transition to safe and sustainable chemicals. 

Specific tasks of the Roundtable include developing a regular exchange of views, experiences 
and good practices between the Commission and stakeholders on the main objectives of the 
Strategy. 

These objectives are namely: 
• innovating for safe and sustainable chemicals, including for materials and products; 
• addressing pressing environmental and health concerns; 
• simplifying and consolidating the legal framework; 
• providing a comprehensive knowledge base on chemicals; 
• and setting the example for a global sound management of chemicals. 

 

• Positions of Cefic and Chemsec on the Meeting Of The High-Level Roundtable On 

The Implementation Of The Chemicals Strategy For Sustainability 

Source: Cefic and Chemsec 
 
Cefic published a statement signed by representatives from the International Association for 
Soaps, Detergents and maintenance Products, Cefic, Covestro, Solvay, Henkel, Eurometaux, 
Cosmetics Europe and SMEunited. It sums up the chemicals industry’s positions and 
expectations to be presented in the framework of the High-Level Roundtable. The statement 
can be found HERE. 

In a similar way, the NGO ChemSec summarised their knowledge and experiences they deem 
useful for the discussion at the first High-Level Roundtable on the Chemicals Strategy for 
Sustainability. They address issues related to the definition of essential use, to the REACH 
Directive and the Chemicals Strategy. Chemsec’s position can be found HERE. 
 

• Towards toxic-free consumer lives: BEUC’s take on the Chemicals Strategy for 

Sustainability 

Source: BEUC 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/first-meeting-chemicals-strategy-roundtable-2021-05-05_en
https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/joint-statement-on-the-1st-meeting-of-the-high-level-roundtable-on-the-implementation-of-the-chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability/
https://chemsec.org/were-speaking-at-the-commissions-high-level-meeting-on-chemicals-today-heres-what-were-going-to-say/
https://www.beuc.eu/publications/beuc-x-2021-038_towards_toxic-free_consumer_lives.pdf
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As a reminder, BEUC is the European Consumer Organisation. In this position paper, BEUC 
states that it supports the vision set by the European Commission in its Chemicals Strategy 
for Sustainability. g consumers for the transition to a clean circular economy and a toxic-free 
environment. This paper also outlines BEUC’s initial recommendations on how the Strategy 
can translate into an EU chemicals policy that places the needs of people and our planet 
centre stage. The recommendations fall into 4 main ideas: 

- A stepping-stone towards a toxic-free environment 

- Zero tolerance for non-compliance 

- Empowering consumers to drive the transition to a toxic-free environment.  

- Achieving policy coherence. 

You can access the full position paper through the link above.  
 

➢ Water 

• Briefing note on PFAS and wastewater 

Source: Eureau 

PFAS are a group of contaminants that have gained increased attention due to their potential 
to bio-accumulate, their environmental persistence, potential toxicity and, for many of them, 
high water solubility. They have been found in all environmental compartments, including 
wildlife and humans. Studies have identified wastewater treatment plants as a pathway for 
PFAS to the environment. PFAS are a growing concern especially in relation to water resources 
used for the abstraction of drinking water. 

Preventing PFAS from entering WWTP through control-at-source measures is the only way to 
avoid PFAS from being released to the (aquatic) environment through this pathway. A ban of 
all non-essential uses might be a first step. However, a coherent regulatory framework with 
clear instruments covering all persistent, mobile, toxic (PMT) and very persistent, very mobile 
(vPvM) substances needs to be in place to prevent and limit the emission of these substances 
to the water cycle. 

Eureau published a briefing note on this issue, that can be found HERE. 
 

➢ Ecodesign 

• Consultation on EU Ecodesign and energy labelling working plan 2020-2024 

Source: European Commission 

Ecodesign and energy labelling rules have been one of the EU’s most effective tools in 
promoting energy efficiency, contributing around half of the energy savings target for 2020. 
In addition, ecodesign rules have started to address the more efficient use of materials in 
designing products. 

The 2020-2024 ecodesign and energy labelling working plan will set priorities for the adoption 
of product-specific legislation in this field. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.eureau.org/resources/news/544-briefing-note-on-pfas-and-wate-water
https://www.eureau.org/resources/briefing-notes/5612-briefing-note-on-pfas-and-waste-water/file
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12852-Energy-efficiency-and-circular-economy-ecodesign-and-energy-labelling-working-plan-2020-2024_en
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In this context, the European Commission has published a roadmap that will be used as a 
guidance for its actions on the matter for the next year.  
The roadmap reads that a preparatory study mapped the entire range of energy-related 
products not yet regulated and narrowed it down to some product groups including 
swimming-pool heaters.  

The Commission opened its roadmap for feedback, until 2 June 2021. You can find the full 
version of the Roadmap and submit your feedback through the link above. 
 

➢ Recycling 

• Paper on Circular Metals Strategy from the European Recycling Industries’ 

Confederation 

Source: Euric 

Metal recycling is indispensable to reach EU’s climate neutrality objectives by 2050 (EU Green 
Deal) and shifting from a linear to a circular economy (Circular Economy Action Plan 
2.0). Metals can - thanks to their intrinsic properties and market value - be indefinitely 
recycled and for this reason they play a key role in Europe’s sustainable transition. Metal 
recycling, is not only the most resource efficient option but also the most climate and energy 
efficient route when compared to the production of metals using primary raw materials. Last 
but not least, given their high value, metals are not littered but collected and recovered to 
close new material cycles. As a result, metal ores and metal scrap, meeting quality 
specifications, are commodities priced and traded globally which could help the globe to 
further close the loop of materials in global value chains and avoid littering related problems. 

In this paper, EuRIC outlines the three main points of its Circular Metals Strategy: 
1) Creation of a well-functioning internal and global market for metals 

2) Rewarding metal recycling environmental benefits 

3) Increase the intake of commodity-grade metal scrap in metal production. 

 

➢ EDPs 

• Joint HEAL and CHEM Trust comments on European Commission proposal for update 

of the REACH Annexes in relation to endocrine disruption properties 

Source: ChemTrust 

The Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) and CHEM Trust welcome the opportunity to 
comment on the European Commission progress proposal to update the REACH annexes in 
relation to endocrine disruption properties. These written comments complement the oral 
interventions made during the 4th CASG-ED (CARACAL Subgroup on Endocrine Disruptors) 
meeting of 22nd March, in which the European Commission presented its proposal. 

In the context of overall lack of data on endocrine disrupting substances and also referring to 
the European Commission Communication of November 2018, HEAL and ChemTrust would 
like to underline that it is crucial that the update of the REACH information requirements 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://images.chemycal.com/Media/Files/EuRIC_Circular_Metals_Strategy_Short_Version.pdf
https://www.env-health.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.04.26-HEAL_CHEMTrust_Comments_IR_April2021_draft-final.pdf#new_tab
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takes place as soon as possible. This is the basic condition to fill data gaps and ensure effective 
identification of substances with endocrine disrupting properties. 

In the paper, HEAL and ChemTrust develop their opinions on the procedural and content 
aspects of the current updated process. 
 

➢ Renovation 

• Event : Surfing the renovation wave : Can Europe “build back better”? (3 June) 

Source: POLITICO 

To get the EU renovating 35 million buildings by 2030, the European Commission published 

in the fall its Renovation Wave Strategy and will follow up with upcoming 2021 legislation on 

minimum standards for energy efficiency. Buildings’ greenhouse gas emissions must come 

down 60 percent compared to 2015 levels.  

POLITICO convenes on 3 June top policymakers, business experts and architects to discuss the 

solutions and opportunities to decarbonize the construction and building sector and meet 

Europe’s climate neutrality and energy goals by 2050. 

Questions to be addressed during the event include:  

• How will the EU and companies reach carbon neutrality by 2050 in building and 

infrastructure? What is already available and what is needed to accelerate the 

transition?   

• How to ensure a constructive approach across the value chain: from materials use and 

recycling, all the way to construction practices and design?   

• What’s the role of policies in supporting the development of new technologies, new 

business models and new infrastructure?  

• Which sanctions should be foreseen for laggard countries? How will the Commission 

manage to enforce the rules?   

• What is the role of cities and local authorities in decarbonizing construction, 

operationalizing circular models and promoting innovation in the building sector?  

You can register through the link above. 

• New EU buildings rules are crucial to deliver on climate targets 

Source: Euractiv 

This article is an op-ed from Monica Frassoni, president of the Europan Alliance to Save 
Energy. The Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) must recognise that buildings 
are a crucial energy infrastructure for Europe, writes Monica Frassoni. By being highly 
efficient, they can reduce energy demand but also manage, store, and generate renewable 
energy, she argues. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.politico.eu/event/surfing-the-renovation-wave-can-europe-build-back-better/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/new-eu-buildings-rules-are-crucial-to-deliver-on-climate-targets/
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Through the agreement on the European Climate Law, the European Union and Member 
States have committed to become a net-zero economy by 2050 and, on the way, to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030. Even if science says that the EU should go 
towards 65% GHG emissions reductions and the European Parliament had asked for 60%, the 
agreement is a step forward. 

75% of the current building stock is not efficient, and most of today’s buildings will still be in 
use in 30 years. Currently only 1% of the building stock undergoes energy renovations each 
year, so there is a tremendous gap between today’s reality and the EU’s climate ambitions. 
This is where the review of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) comes in. 
The EPBD is, in the European Commission plans, one of the legislative pillars to address energy 
performance and emission of the EU building stock. 

To effectively revise the EPBD, policymakers should start from the full application of the 
Energy Efficiency Fist principle (EE1st). There can be no ifs or buts about that. In the buildings 
sector the application of the principle is a prerogative for a faster integration of renewables, 
resource and material efficiency as well as application of circularity principles. 

Buildings are active participants in the energy system: by being highly energy efficient, they 
can reduce energy demand but also manage, store, and generate energy. Therefore, the EPBD 
must recognise that buildings are a crucial energy infrastructure for Europe and make sure 
that EE1st is systematically factored into all related policy and investment decisions. 

The revision of the EPBD cannot be a success without establishing long-term renovation 
strategies for all the existing building stock. This was already an obligation of the current 
directive but only thirteen member states delivered these strategies to date. Such an exercise 
requires a real commitment to gather relevant data on the building stock and design 
ambitious renovation milestones. 

In order to facilitate this process, we need to introduce Minimum Energy Performance 
Standards (MEPS) requiring all existing buildings to meet a minimum energy standard by a 
given date or a chosen trigger point, such as a sale or a renovation. This is not new, and some 
Member States are already giving the right example. France, for instance, introduced in 2019 
a ban on renting poor performing buildings from 2023, as well as an obligation to renovate 
the worst performing buildings by 2028. 

The revised EPBD must also ensure that a highly efficient EU building stock fully integrates 
demand flexibility and energy storage. In this respect, digitalisation is a key driver for energy 
efficiency and energy system integration, as most energy efficient technologies are digital. 
Thanks to high levels of efficiency and digitalisation, new and renovated buildings with lower 
energy demand, grid balancing functions and storage capacity, can act as a catalyser for the 
integration of renewables and the transition to a decentralised energy system. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/

