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CHEMICALS 

➢ REACH 

• Provisional Draft Agenda of the 75th meeting of the Member State Committee (12-13 

October 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

The following items are on the agenda of this 75th meeting of the Member State Committee: 

are: 

- Substance evaluation 

- Dossier evaluation 

- SVHC identification - Seeking agreement on Annex XV proposals for identification of 

SVHC 

- ECHA’s recommendations of priority substances to be included in Annex XIV and 

opinion of MSC 

- Opinion of MSC on ECHA’s draft update of the Community Rolling Action Plan 

- Annual review of stakeholder observers’ participation at MSC 

- Any other business 

 

• Minutes of the 74th Meeting of the Member State Committee (14-17 June 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

The last Meeting of Member State Committee had the following items on the agenda:  

- Substance evaluation 

- Dossier evaluation 

- SVHC identification - Seeking agreement on Annex XV proposals for identification of 

SVHC 

- ECHA’s recommendations of priority substances to be included in Annex XIV and 

opinion of MSC 

- Opinion of MSC on ECHA’s draft update of the Community Rolling Action Plan (CoRAP 

2021-2023) 

The document summarises the main discussions that occurred during the meeting.  

 

• Follow-up documents to the 40th CARACAL Meeting (29-30 June 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

The last Meeting of Competent Authorities for REACH and CLP (CARACAL) took place on 29-30 

June. The agenda of the meeting can be found HERE. 

Following this session, various stakeholders and countries submitted comments to topics and 

documents presented during the meeting.  

Regarding REACH, comments on these relevant items on the agenda were submitted:  

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/2200440/agenda_msc-75_en.pdf/4e09887c-fd08-5548-e34c-d57ec98c28dc?t=1631697412799
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/2200440/minutes_msc-74_en.pdf/3d901d5e-2325-227e-6fd2-c78432bdcf0a?t=1631697313501
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/7a96c98f-9403-4bdc-b6cf-9878880f6f57/details
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- Restrictions Roadmap (by Concawe, EBB, Cosmetics Europe, IDVK, ChemTrust, Vanadium 

consortium, Nickel Institute, Cefic, Eurometaux, IFRA, DUCC, ETRMA, EuPC, Italy, Slovakia, and 

PlasticsEurope). 

- Assessment of ‘More than one constituent substances’ (MOCS) (by Industry Alliance, 

Bulgaria, Eurocolour, Sweden, REACH Alliance, Concawe, Cefic) 

- Comments on the Paper on the Registration of UVCB Substances (by REACH Alliance, 

Concawe) 

- Summary of inputs to the call for information on socio-economic elements related to 

the ECHA’s 10th draft recommendation for prioritisation of substances for authorisation 

(by Silicones Europe). 

- Update on CLP revision (by Slovakia) 

All the forementioned comments submitted can be found HERE. 

 

Regarding CLP, comments on these relevant items on the agenda were submitted:  

- Impact assessment on the simplification and digitalisation of labelling requirements for 

chemicals - state of play (by Hungary) 

- 18th ATP to CLP and Update on other ongoing or upcoming ATPs (by the Netherlands, 

Vanadium Consortium, Spain, Sweden, Denmark) 

- ECHA 5-yearly report on the operation of REACH and CLP 

All the forementioned comments submitted can be found HERE. 

 

• Updated application for autorisation formats 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA has published an updated format for companies to use when applying for authorisation 

to use substances of very high concern. The new format combines the analysis of alternatives, 

the socio-economic analysis and, when relevant, a substitution plan into a single document. 

The new format is meant to be easier for applicants to fill in. The possibility to submit separate 

documents has been removed making the application process more efficient and the 

documents more coherent. The instructions on confidentiality have also been updated. 

At the same time, the opinion format for the Committees for Risk Assessment (RAC) and for 

Socio-Economic Analysis (SEAC) has been revised to take the General Court’s judgments in two 

authorisation cases into account. The judgments concerned situations where suitable 

alternatives are available in general and the applicants would need to submit a substitution 

plan. As requested by the European Commission, the opinion format also includes “a 

conclusion on whether or not the applicant has shown that the benefits for society from using 

the substance outweigh the risk to human health or the environment”. 

Applicants should start using these formats immediately. However, applications may be 

submitted in the old format until the end of 2021 if applicants have already finalised or are 

close to finalising the content of their application. RAC and SEAC will also use the new opinion 

format from now on. 

 

 

 

 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/c17db2de-72d4-498b-ad10-046107579239?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/ae8bfd5f-5929-41be-9428-b75650d5f596?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://echa.europa.eu/-/updated-application-for-authorisation-formats?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210915&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-aa5a7640c4ba46daa3ebfb05a209ebd3&esid=9ed0082d-0416-ec11-812f-005056b9310e
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➢ Biocides 

• Draft agenda and additional documents for the 93rd Meeting of the Competent 

Authorities for Biocidal Products (28-29 September 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

As mentioned in the previous EU Monitoring Report, the 93rd Meeting of the Competent 

Authorities for Biocidal Products will take place on 28 and 29 September 2021. A revised draft 

agenda is now available, HERE. The agenda covers items related to Biocidal products and Active 

substances.  

The European Commission also made available some support documents related to topics to 

be covered during the meeting, such as: 

- Sweden’s position on the regulation of treated articles under Biocidal Products 

Regulation 

- Draft minutes of the 92nd Meeting of the Competent Authorities  

- ECHA Active Substance Action Plan – progress update 

All documents to be published in preparation of the 43rd meeting can be found through the 

following link. 

 

➢ SVHC 

• Know more about hazardous chemicals in products – SCIP data published 

Source: ECHA 

You can now access data from the EU’s first public database of substances of very high concern 

in products, SCIP. It aims to allow consumers to make more informed purchasing choices and 

help waste operators to further develop the re-use of articles and the recycling of materials.  

Around 6 000 companies across the European Union have successfully complied with their 

new duty to notify ECHA about products containing substances of very high concern, SVHCs. 

The obligation came into force on 5 January 2021 and is based on the EU Waste Framework 

Directive as revised in 2018. Companies supplying articles that contain substances of very high 

concern (SVHCs) on the REACH Candidate List have to notify these to ECHA. The requirement 

concerns articles on the EU market that contain more than 0.1 % weight by weight of SVHCs.  

The notifications are stored in the Substances of Concern in Products (SCIP) database, which 

ensures that the information is publicly available throughout the whole lifecycle of products 

and materials, including the waste stage. 

The SCIP database now displays more than four million article notifications. You can search the 

data by article name or brand, product category, type of material or the chemical name. The 

data will help consumers make informed choices by checking whether a product contains 

hazardous chemicals and reading its safe use instructions. Waste operators can use the data 

to increase the re-use of articles and further develop recycling processes.  

  

 

 

 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/27c95def-c48f-4c67-8da2-76674930a721/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/9ba57923-69df-4ceb-8a25-8ae9f959231a?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/9ba57923-69df-4ceb-8a25-8ae9f959231a?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMjU4LWIzNmQ4ZWM4ZGY5ZDRlOGViNjYxZDBlNjAzMzhhNDIw%3AYXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t%3AbGVhZC0wYTBlMDIxMzg0NzdlYjExODEyOTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1hYTVhNzY0MGM0YmE0NmRhYTNlYmZiMDVhMjA5ZWJkMw%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS8tL2tub3ctbW9yZS1hYm91dC1oYXphcmRvdXMtY2hlbWljYWxzLWluLXByb2R1Y3RzLXNjaXAtZGF0YS1wdWJsaXNoZWQ_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lY2hhLXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9MjAyMTA5MTUmX2NsZGVlPVlYaGxiQzUwYjNWcVlVQmhiR2xsYm05eVpYVXVZMjl0JnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtMGEwZTAyMTM4NDc3ZWIxMTgxMjkwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYWE1YTc2NDBjNGJhNDZkYWEzZWJmYjA1YTIwOWViZDMmZXNpZD05ZWQwMDgyZC0wNDE2LWVjMTEtODEyZi0wMDUwNTZiOTMxMGU&K=dSvTBVmpP0s3r7Qv_WKI4Q
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➢ Endocrine Disruptors 

• Third Annual Forum on Endocrine Disruptors (21 September 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

The Commission Communication “Towards a comprehensive European Union framework on 

endocrine disruptors”, published in November 2018, states as part of the inclusive approach 

aimed at bringing together all interested parties, that the Commission will organise a Forum 

on endocrine disruptors on an annual basis. The Third Forum will take place on 21 September 

2021. 

Registration is open through the link above. 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/events/third-annual-forum-endocrine-disruptors_en


 
 

 

 
Rue de l’industrie 11, 1000 Brussels - Belgium | Phone: +32 (0)2 720 00 73 |www.alienor.eu 
   7 

SUSTAINABILITY 

➢ Wastewater 

• Parliamentary question on end-of-waste criteria applied to wastewater and sewage 

sludge 

Source: European Parliament 

MEP Juan Huitema (Renew) submitted a question to the European Commission on the topic: 

“Review of end-of-waste criteria and the possibility of setting new European end-of-waste 

criteria: what will be done with wastewater and sewage sludge?”  

Arguing that many valuable raw materials and other interesting substances can be recovered 

from wastewater and sewage sludge, the MEP points out that these materials are not popular 

on the market due to their status as waste in accordance with the Waste Framework Directive.  

Therefore, the MEP asks the Commission about its intentions to develop end-of-waste criteria 

for materials recovered from water treatment plants, and how it intends to bolster the internal 

market for high-quality secondary raw materials.  

An answer from the European Commission is now expected in the next weeks, and will be 

reported in a next version of the EU Monitoring Report. 

 

➢ COVID-19 

• Commission approves €1.6 million Austrian scheme to support public companies active 

in the pool and wellness sector in the context of the coronavirus outbreak 

Source: EU Reporter 

The European Commission has approved a €1.6 million Austrian scheme to support public 

companies active in the pool and wellness sector affected by the coronavirus outbreak and 

the restrictive measures that the Austrian government had to implement to limit the spread of 

the virus. The measure was approved under the State aid Temporary Framework. Under the 

scheme, the aid will take the form of direct grants up to €400,000 per beneficiary. 

The measure will be open to publicly owned micro, small and medium-sized enterprises active 

in the Salzburg region and operating a thermal or indoor swimming pool with sauna and/or 

wellness area. The public support will cover part of the fixed costs incurred by these companies 

during periods in which they experienced business disruption due to the restrictions in place. 

The purpose of the measure is to mitigate the sudden liquidity shortages that these companies 

are facing due to the coronavirus outbreak. 

 

➢ Buildings 

• Webinar: Mission zero for buildings: thinking outside the box, staying inside the circles 

(30 September) 

Source: European Environmental Bureau 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2021-004040_EN.pdf
https://www.eureporter.co/world/austria/2021/09/07/commission-approves-e1-6-million-austrian-scheme-to-support-public-companies-active-in-the-pool-and-wellness-sector-in-the-context-of-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://eeb.org/mission-zero-for-buildings-thinking-outside-the-box-staying-inside-the-circles-30-september-webinar/
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EU laws on buildings set the objective of decarbonising the EU building stock by 2050, but are 

they fit to do so? What if targeting emissions during the use phase only, and relying on 

technology-based efficiency improvement is not enough? 

While these measures are necessary and needed, it will take more to deliver a carbon-neutral 

building stock across the EU. This is particularly true given that embodied emissions are not 

targeted by any of the 20 EU policy instruments related to buildings. 

On 30 September, the European Environmental Bureau organises a webinar to present their 

paper “Sufficiency and Circularity. The two overlooked decarbonisation strategies in the ‘Fit For 

55’ Package”. The webinar will also explore policy recommendations for the inclusion of both 

sufficiency and the circular economy in the upcoming revision of the Energy Performance of 

Buildings Directive.  

Panelists invited are: Yamina Saheb, Senior Climate and Energy Policy Analyst at OpenEXP, and 

explore national and local experiences that promote a decarbonised built environment with 

Albane Gaspard, of the French Agency for ecological transition (ADEME), and Anna-Vera 

Deinhammer, Coordinator for Circular Economy in the Construction Industry and Program 

Lead of DoTank Circular City Vienna 2020-2030. 

 

• New European Bauhaus: new actions and funding to link sustainability to style and 

inclusion 

Source: European Commission 

The New European Bauhaus translates the European Green Deal into tangible change on the 

ground that improves our daily life, in buildings, in public spaces, but also in fashion or 

furniture. The New European Bauhaus aims at creating a new lifestyle that matches 

sustainability with good design, that needs less carbon and that is inclusive and affordable for 

all, while respecting the diversity that we have in Europe and beyond. 

For the funding, there will be about €85 million dedicated to New European Bauhaus projects 

from EU programmes in 2021 – 2022. Many other EU programmes will integrate the New 

European Bauhaus as an element of context or priority without a predefined dedicated 

budget. 

You can find calls supporting the concrete transformation of the built environment HERE. 

 

• It’s high time to make the EU’s buildings directive fit for 2030 and beyond 

Source: Euractiv 

In this op-ed, Oliver Rapf, executive director of Building Performance Institute Europe (think-

tank), argues that it is time to radically change European legislation related to energy 

consumption and carbon emissions. In particular, O. Rapf focuses on the Energy Performance 

of Buildings Directive.  

“In Europe, policymakers have started to take action and the European Commission’s “Fit for 

55” proposals released in July mark the beginning of a reform process to align the EU’s laws 

and policies with its 2030 climate target. However, more needs to be done in the buildings 

sector. The European Commission has already signalled this: in October 2020, the Renovation 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4626
https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/transformation-places-ground_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/opinion/its-high-time-to-make-the-eus-buildings-directive-fit-for-2030-and-beyond/
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Wave Communication noted the intention to open the Energy Performance of Buildings 

Directive (EPBD) for revision by end of 2021 – four years ahead of its planned review. 

It is time for a clarified and more ambitious vision for the building stock, integrating whole-life 

carbon considerations next to the Energy Efficiency First principle: the building stock must be 

net zero energy and carbon over the whole lifecycle by 2050. 

We must also raise our building standards to match the increased urgency of climate action. 

This means enshrining standards to achieve climate-neutrality for all buildings in the revised 

EPBD. We should update standards for new buildings, going beyond the current nZEB (nearly-

zero energy building) definition, which also set the precedent for decarbonisation, as a 

benchmark for renovation. 

Reform is also needed for the cost-optimal methodology, used to set minimum energy 

performance requirements for buildings. The guidelines should not put cost optimality at the 

core of decision-making but rather climate-neutrality. 

It’s important to note here that upgrading both nZEB and cost-optimality methodology are two 

measures that could really change the way the market operates, but for best results, they 

should be done in tandem. One without the other would be less effective. 

This can only happen with an ecosystem of transformative policies for the whole building stock. 

At a minimum, the new EPBD policy drivers must include Minimum Performance Standards to 

drive the annual deep renovation rate up from 0.2% to 3%; leverage all financing options 

(including ETS revenues, Energy Efficiency Obligation Schemes, and Recovery Plans) for deep 

renovation; strengthen national renovation strategies with reliable data, and better integrate 

buildings into the wider energy system.” 

 

➢ Climate  

• Squaring Competition Policy With The EU Climate Neutrality Goal: “If We Don’t 

Cooperate, We Won’t Make The 2050 Target” 

Source: Cefic 

In a recent webinar, Cefic Director-General Marco Mensink spoke about the way the current 

competition rules in the chemical should be updated to reflect the EU sustainability objectives 

by 2050. M. Mensink believes that (new forms of) cooperation will be key to reach the 2050 

targets set by the European Green Deal, which implies an industrial transformation.  

Increasing circularity in the chemical industry will require increased cooperation not only 

between companies, but along the whole value chain and between sectors. For example, 

companies may need to obtain a collective understanding on the strategic direction and 

gather relevant data which is currently unlikely to be allowed by competition law. At the same 

time, the European Commission is encouraging the creation of cross-industry alliances 

prompting new ways to collectively develop and innovate.  Marco emphasized the rapid 

transformation faced by the industry and highlighted that it is important for the Commission 

to clarify what these alliances can do without breaching competition law. 

But under which circumstances should there be more flexibility for firms to cooperate with 

each other to achieve sustainability goals? Such areas of cooperation could be voluntary 

emissions reduction target setting and industry sector-wide roadmaps to climate 

https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/squaring-competition-policy-with-the-eu-climate-neutrality-goal-if-we-dont-cooperate-we-wont-make-the-2050-target/
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neutrality, joint commitments by business to do (or not to do) certain things which negatively 

impact the environment or human health, as well as the potential of R&D collaboration.   

 

➢ Ecodesign 

• Ecodesign’s climate powers trapped by European Commission delays 

Source: European Environmental Bureau 

The European Commission is behind schedule in the development and implementation of 

ecodesign and energy labelling policies. A new analysis shows that such delays are estimated 

to cause 10 million tonnes (CO2eq) of additional emissions every year and cost citizens 40 

billion on their energy bills by 2030. 

The Ecodesign Directive and the Energy Labelling Regulation alone are expected to deliver 

about one-third of the savings needed to achieve the EU’s 2030 55% emission reduction 

targets. A feat of heroic proportions for two smart policies that don’t always get the attention 

they deserve. 

Despite knowing their unrivalled power to push the EU towards its climate goals, the European 

Commission is dragging its feet in the development of ecodesign and energy labelling rules for 

products. This is mainly due to a lack of resources, as these policies are not given the 

prominence, resources and dedicated staff they require to unlock their full potential. 

In total, only 25% of the ecodesign and energy labelling work planned for the 2016-2019 period 

has been completed. Moreover, the working plan for  2020-2024 is still under development 

and is expected to be adopted with a 2-year delay at least. 

Yet, no new implementing measure planned under the existing Ecodesign and Energy Labelling 

Working Plan has been adopted by the von der Leyen Commission. Among the delayed 

products waiting under the Commission’s work plan, the ones with the highest potential to 

save CO2 emissions and energy bills are water pumps and space and water heaters. 

 

➢ Energy efficiency 

• Event: Recommendation and guidelines on Energy Efficiency First: from principles to 

practice (28 September 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

 The European Commission is organising an event to present the energy efficiency first (EE1st) 

recommendation and guideline to a wide range of stakeholders, public authorities, industry 

and financial institutions soon after their adoption (planned for 17 September 2021). It will be 

opened by the Commissioner for Energy,  Kadri Simson. The speakers that follow, representing 

various stakeholders from the energy system, the main energy end-use sectors and from the 

finance community, will illustrate what energy efficiency first means, specifically for their sector, 

and how its application could look like. At the event, the Energy Efficiency Financial Institutions 

Group (EEFIG) will also launch its working group on energy efficiency first. The aim of this 

working group is to further explore and to facilitate the application of the principle in the 

finance sector. 

https://meta.eeb.org/2021/09/14/ecodesigns-climate-powers-trapped-by-european-commission-delays/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/recommendation-energy-efficiency-first-principles-practice-2021-sep-28_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eefig/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eefig/index_en
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One panel session will focus on EE1st in energy end-use sectors: Buildings, Water, ICT and 

Transport. 

You will find more details, the agenda and a link to register through the link above. 


